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Belgium - September 2000 : hours worked industry + 0.2%

Gradually higher

In September 2000 , compared to September of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 3,1% ; in construction it fell by 3,5%. The trend of the last theree
rmonths, when compared with the previous three months, shows a status quo for Belgium as a whole (0,2%).
At the regional level, there's a status quo in Flanders (0,0%&); in Wallonia the number expanded by 0,1%. A
split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,4% for chemicals, +0,8% for metal products, machinery
and equipment and +1,4% for construction.

The number of hours worked in industry and construction keeps on rising gradually, somewhat more in
Wallonia than in Flanders. This confirms the positive picture of the labour market which is also shown by
other indicators: the fall of unemployment and the relatively high producer confidence.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= Also take a look, for an overview of Belgian and European business trends, at the quadrilingual short-term
indicaors portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of the figure can be obtained from the contact person found below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
processed further (f.i. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subsecription) basis.

= Besides the indices of hours worked, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Beyaert : tel. 02/548.65.16
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.65.71
http://statbel.fgov.be hilde.scholliers @statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - October 2000 : hours worked industry + 4,8%

Activity increase in all regions and practically all sectors

In October 2000 , compared to October of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 4,8% ; in construction it rose by 1,7%. The trend of the last
three months, when compared with the previous three months, shows an increase for Belgium as a whole
(+0,5%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,4% in Flanders ; in Wallonia the number expanded by
0,6%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,9% for chemicals, +0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment; in the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 1,3%.

The number of hours worked in industry and construction keeps on rising gradually. Very exceptionnally, no
sector or region at all is showing a downward trend. This indicates a widespread business cycle high and a
general increase of demand for labour, which is confirmed also by other indicators such as the fall of
unemployment and a relatively high producer confidence.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Mare business trends information !

=To Dbtgin an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicaors
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regicns) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Beyaert : tel. 02/548.65.16
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.65.71
http://statbel.fgov.be hilde.scholliers@statbel. mineco.fgov be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - November 2000 : hours worked industry + 5.6%

Activity increase in all regions and all sectors

In November 2000 | compared to November of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 5.6% ; in construction it rose by 0.6%.

The trend of the last three menths in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0.1%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0.8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0.2%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +1.2% for
chemicals and +0.6% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 1.7%

The number of hours worked in industry and construction keeps on rising gradually. Very exceptionnally, all
sectors and all region are showing an upward trend (except only for the slight fall by 0.3% of textiles and
clothes). This indicates a widespread business cycle high and a continuing strong labour demand, which is
also confirmed by other indicators such as the fall of unemployment and a relatively high producer
confidence.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

=5y ubt;m an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicaors
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term datg production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Beyaert : tel. 02/548.65.16
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.65.71
http://statbel.feov.be hilde.scholliers(@statbel. mineco.feov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - Year 2000 : hours worked industry + 0.6%, construction + 3.3%

Activity increase in all regions and most sectors

In December 2000 , compared to December of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by -6,0% ; in construction it rose by 1,9%.

The trend of the last three maonths in the industry, when comparad with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,5%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,4% in Flanders | in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,6%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,9% for
chemicals and +1,5% for metal products, machinery and equipment. |n the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 2 7%,

During the year 2000 the number of hours worked in industry and construction has kept on rising gradually |
industry and construction as a whole show a rise by 1.2%. The hours worked of all regions increased,
somewhat more in Flanders (+ 1.3%) than in Wallonia (+ 0.7%) and Brussels (+ 0.7%). At the level of main
industrial groupings. capital goods (+ 1.8%) and intermediate goods (+ 0.7%) show an increase, non-durable
consumer goods (+ 0.2%) remained status quo and durable consumer goods (- 2.3%) decreased
Construction has increased by 3.3%.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Meore business trends information |

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicaors
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) -

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

— It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees,

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Beyaert : tel. 02/548.65.16
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.65.71
http://statbel.fzov.be hilde.scholliers(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - January 2001 : hours worked industry + 7.8%, construction + 2.3%

Activity keeps on growing in all regions and most sectors

In January 2001 , compared to January of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 7.8% ; in construction it rose by 2.3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0.7%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0.7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0.5%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0.8% for
chemicals and +1.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
waorked shows a status quo (+ 0.0%).

In spite of announcements of a slowing down of growth, the latest data on hours worked still show the
gradual and continuous rise of the past years. The growth rates are more or less the same in the different
regions and in most sectors ; none of the important sectors is falling and declines elsewhere are slight.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicaors
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.19
http://statbel.fgov.be christophe.arickx @statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESEING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - February 2001 : hours worked industry — 4.1%,
consiruction + 1.4%

Activity keeps on growing in all regions and most sectors

In February 2001 , compared to February of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 4.1% ; in construction it rose by 1.4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0.4%%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0.3% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number of hours worked expanded by 0.2%. A split down to the level of important sectors
shows +0.5% for chemicals and +1.0% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In construction, the
number of hours worked rose by 0.4%.

The fall in February, compared to February 2000, apparently is nothing but an accidental effect ; this can
also be noticed when comparing the gross data of January and February 2001 with the corresponding
figures of 2000: they show a marked increase and an equally marked decline, respectively. The underlying
trend remains slightly upward, as in the previous years. At the sector or regional levels, no noteworthy
changes up or down can be found.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Mar in rends information |

=+ To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicaors
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet {also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — March 2001 : hours worked
industry — 3.1%, construction — 6.7%

But the long-term trend stays positive

In March 2001 , compared to March of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 3.1% ; in construction it fell by 6.7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0.3%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0.2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0.2%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0.4% for
chemicals and +0.9% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In construction, the number of hours
worked remained stable (+0.0%).

The fall of the gross indices in February and March, compared to the same period in 2000, seems to be a
mere coincidence: the underlying trend remains slightly upward, as in previous years. The same situation
occurs in construction: the significant fall of the gross figures is probably due to extremely wet weather
conditions. The trend {+0.8% compared to the previous quarter) remains markedly positive, though. At the
sectoral or regional level, no noteworthy upward or downward changes are showing.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicaors
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be cbtained from the contact person mentioned below.

=+ |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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STATISTICS BELGIUM
Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - April 2001 : hours worked
industry + 1.3%, construction + 0.6%

INE

Slight increase of overall activity, sectors growing and falling in balance

In April 2001 , compared to April of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 1.3% ; in construction it rose by 0.6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whaole (+0.2%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0.1% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1.3%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.2% for
chemicals and +0.6% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.2%.

For the whole of industry and construction and for quite a number of sectors, there is a slight increase or a
status quo. Only some important sectors show a more marked increase: metal products, machinery and
equipment (+ 2.3%) and construction (+ 0.6%). In Wallonia the fall of hours worked in industry (- 1.3%)
contrasts with a rise in construction (+ 1.6%) ; in Flanders a small increase of respectively 0,2% and 0,6%
can be observed.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicaors
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis,

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.4¢
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.4(
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings(@statbel. mineco.fgov.bi

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — May 2001: hours worked industry — 6.4%,
construction — 7.0%

Trend however slowly keeps on rising

In May 2001 , compared to May of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 6.4% . in construction it fell by 7,0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,8%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,9% for
chemicals and +1,4% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 0,2%.

The decline in the year-to-year comparison is probably entirely due to a calendar effect; last year Ascension
Day fell in June, this year it fell on Thursday the 24™ of May; the additional holiday possibly combined with an
extra day off may easily explain the apparent fall of 6 to 7%.

This upward trend contrasts with the decrease of production and new orders, but it is confirmed by the index
of employees, which shows no downturn (yet) either.

Next press release : 05/09/01

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and Europeaan business trends, please refer to the short-term indicaors
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly {subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-te ta : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.4¢
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.4(
http://statbel.fzov.be nadine.lindebrings(@statbel.mineco.fgov.bs

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - June 2001: hours worked
industry + 2.5%, construction + 3.1%

Trend as well slowly keeps on rising

In June 2001 , compared to June of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 2 5% ; in construction it rose by 3,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,3% in Flanders | in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,4%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows 0,8% for
chemicals and staus quo (+0,0%) for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the
number of hours worked fell with 1,3%.

The year on year rise is mostly due to a calendar effect: Ascension Day, last year in June, fell this year on
Thursday the 24th of May; the extra holiday can quite easily explain an apparent rise of some 3%. The slight
increase of industry and construction together (+ 0.8%) and the unclear pattern of the sector and regional
data is a confirmation of the hesitant economy which can also be seen in other short term indicators. The

trend curve shows, after the increase of recent years, a status quo but no downturn; at the moment it is not
at all clear in which direction the business cycle will move.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Mext press release : 03/10/01

Quotation of sources is obligatory.

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicacrs
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted). on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ..

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.4¢
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.4(
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings(@statbel. mineco.fgov.bi

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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STATISTICS BELGIUM
Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - July 2001: hours worked
industry + 8.5%, construction + 16.1%

Status quo all along the line

In July 2001 , compared to July of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 8,5% ; in construction it rose by 16,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,3%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,1% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,9%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -2,4% for
chemicals and +0,3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0,4%,

The strong increase of the gross indices can easily be explained by calendar effects, which also can be
deduced from the status quo of the indices per working day. July 2001 numbered two extra working days
compared to July 2000 and the additional increase of construction is due to a shift of the holiday period in
that sector,

The most striking phenomenon in the working hours data is the overall status quo: apart from only one
exception, the chemical industry which fell by 2.4%, all changes are just below or just above zero. Growth
has disappeared for some time now, but a marked decrease is not (yet) apparent.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Mext press release : 07/11/01

Quotation of sources is obligatory.

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below,

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62. .44
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel, 02/548.66.4(
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings(@statbel. mineco.fgov. b

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - August 2001: hours worked industry - 1.4%,
construction - 1.2%

In August 2001 , compared to August of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 1,4% ; in construction it fell by 1,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,3%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,3%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,8% for
chemicals and 0,0% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0, 7%

Mext press release : 05/12/01

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

» To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shortterm indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.4¢
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.4(
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebringsi@statbel. mineco.fgov.bi

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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STATISTICS BELGIUM
Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - September 2001: hours worked
industry -3.6%, construction -0.5%

In September 2001, compared to September of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 3,8% ; in construction it fell by 0,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,3%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,4%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,9% for
chemicals and +0,0% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 1,8%.

Mext press release : 09/01/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators
porial site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be cbtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.4¢
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators ; tel. 02/548.66.4
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel. mineco.fgov.b

COLLECTING, PROCEGSSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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STATISTICS BELGIUM
Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - October 2001: hours worked
industry -1.3%, construction -2.0%

In October 2000 , compared to October of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 1.3% ; in construction it fell by 2.0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.1%). At the regional level, there's a status quo(+0.0%:) in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0.8% for
chemicals and +0.1% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.9%,

Next press release : 06/02/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= ltis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62 .44
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.4
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel.mineco.fgov.b

COLLECTIMNG, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - November 2001: hours worked
industry —4.0%, construction -2.5%

Trend still slowly declining

In Movember 2001 , compared to November of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 4.0% ; in construction it fell by 2.5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.8%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0.7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.5% for
chemicals and 0.2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 0.1%.

The rather strong decline of gross figures can largely be explained by the different number of working days in

2001 compared to 2000. The moderate decrease of the long-term trend is practically general; no economic
sector shows extremely positive or negative values.

Next press release : 06/03/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.4¢
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.4(
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel.mineco.fgov.b

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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STATISTICS BELGIUM
Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - December 2001: hours worked
industry —4.8%, construction -2.5%

Trend slightly downwards in almost all subsectors of industry

In December 2001 , compared to December of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 4.8% ; in construction it fell by 2.5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.79). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0.5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.4% for
chemicals and +0.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.8%.

Next press release : 03/04/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators
— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

— It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

—. Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.4¢
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.4
http://stathel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @ statbel.mineco.fgov.b

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - January 2002: hours worked
industry —5.8%, construction -3.8%

Downward trend in most sectors, metal products and construction seem to stabilize

In January 2002 , compared to January of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 5.8% ; in construction it fell by 3.8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.2%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0.9% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.7% for
chemicals and +0.2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.1%.

In most sectors the trend keeps on going down slightly, as in the previous months. However, in two important
sectors, metal works, machinery and equipment and construction, the downturn seems to come to an end
and the number of hours worked is stabilizing. This could be the first sign of an economic trend reversal.

Mext press release : 30/04/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.q. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.4¢
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.4(
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine lindebrings @statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - February 2002: hours worked
industry -5.3%, construction -7.6%

In February 2002 , compared to February of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 5.3% ; in construction it fell by 7.6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.2%:). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 1.0% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.68% for
chemicals and —6.5% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.79%.

Mext press release : 06/05/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Maore business trends information !

— ] obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be christophe.arickx @statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATIOM
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - March 2002: hours worked industry —7.5%,
construction -4.1%

Trend in most sectors still slightly downwards.

In March 2002 , compared to March of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 7.5% ; in construction it fell by 4.1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole {-1.1%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0.9% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.0% for

chemicals and —8.5% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.1%.

Mext press release : 03/07/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subseription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be christophe.arickx @statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PRAROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - April 2002: hours worked industry +2.4%,
construction + 8.7%

In April 2002 , compared to April of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 2.4% ; in construction it rose by B.7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.7%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0.5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.9%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.0% for

chemicals and —0.7% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
waorked fell with 1.0%.

Mext press release : 31/07/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= ltis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be christophe.arickx @statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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: Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - May 2002: hours worked industry — 7.9%,
construction — 8.1%

Trend seems to approach turning point

In May 2002 | compared to May of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 7.9% ; in construction it fell by 8 1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
iechne for Belgium as & whole (-0.5%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0.7% in Flanders | in
Mallonia the number shrunk by 0.7%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.8% for
chemicals and —0.5% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.9%

For industry as a whole and for maost sub-sectors the decrease of the number of hours worked seems to
have come to an end. The latest figures indicate a consolidation or a minimal further decline. After the trend
reversal of new orders and production, other indicators as well are starting to show an upturn. The gross
figures present a somewhat distorted view, because May 2001 numbered one more working day.

Mext press release ;| 04/09/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Meare business trends information !

- o obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators

— All methedological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

— It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down {into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.q. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription} basis.

- Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other shert-term data ; production, new orders
wages and salaries, employees, ..,

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel, 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.feov.be christophe.arickx(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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STATISTICS BELGIUM
Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - June 2002: hours worked industry — 4.7%,
construction - 5.9%

Trend remains slightly downward

In June 2002 , compared to June of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 4.7% ; in construction it fell by 5.9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.8%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0.8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.7%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.8% for

chemicals and =0.7% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.5%

Although the further decline is minimal, the global trend remains rather negative. Moderate positive signals
are noted for the sector of food, beverage and tobacco (+0.3%) and construction. Figures of June for this
sector indicate a favourable trend reversal.

Mext press release : 02/10/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Maore business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium an the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

— It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down {into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data ; production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fzov.be christophe.arickx@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - July 2002: hours worked industry + 0.3%,
construction + 6.0%

In July 2002 , compared to July of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 0.3% ; in construction it rose by 6.0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.5%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0.7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.7%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.1% for

chemicals and =0.7% for metal products, machinery and eguipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 0.1%.

MNext press release : 06/11/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

> To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hoovberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - August 2002: hours worked industry - 8.6%,
construction - 12.8%

In August 2002 , compared to August of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 8.6% ; in construction it fell by 12.8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.7%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 1.0% in Flanders ; in
\Wallonia the number shrunk by-1.4%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.9% for

chemicals and —1.1% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.3%.

Mext press release : 04/12/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

IMore business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodoloaical explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION



Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(1895=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day
(1985=100)
Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle
(1985=100)
Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices
(1895=100) :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
maonths

Gross indices
(1995=100)

-~ > 2.5%
~  0.5%to 2.5%
=+ -0.5% to 0.5%
w =2.5% to -0.5%
e < .2 5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA - Wallonia
BR : Brussels

| Jan | Feb [March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept [ Oct | Nov | Dec | Year
Total industry, excluding construction | | ,
| 2001 1115 1047] 1129] 997] 1045 1038] 799 898| 1016 1134] 1021 829| 1006
2002|1057 992| 1042| 1016| 968 91| 79[ &0 =
|Construction i | _ i i
2001] 1053 1189] 1318 1141] 1333 1344] 645 1279) 1258] 1465 12398 @24] 1183
2002| 1081 1120 1292 1254| 1236| 1285 683] 1118 _
f | . !
Total industry, excluding construction | | il
2001 1120 1054] 1134] 1049] 1086] 1001 804] ©03| 1068 110.3] 1037 90.7] 1030
| 2002] 1062| 999 1083 1032] 1043 1042] 788| 852 '
| Construction | |
2001 9o6| 1187 1361 119,1] 1283] 1345 638] 1252] 1306] 1408 1248 1007| 1185
| 2002 1081] 110.8] 1307 1233 1209] 1 626 1158 -
e
130
110 7 31 V h ‘VA
06 ¥ i
90
80 |
?OIIIII.I|IIIIIIIIII|IIII.|-IIIIIIIII| i
1999 2000 2001 2002

Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry = - ~ ~
Total industry,excluding construction - - - i
Intermediate goods - - . i
Capital goods - - - i
Durable consumer goods - - — u
Mon-durable consumer goods - - = o
Mining and quarrying - “a -

Food products, beverages and tobacco a - - ~
Textiles and textiles products = = - -
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing = = - i
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products = b b e
Metal products, machinery and equipment . b = “u
Coke, refined petroleurn products and nuclear fuel - - - -,
Non-metallic mineral products b - - -
Manufacture of basic metals = - - -~
Furniture - - “ «.
Electricity - - i e
Construction - - L N




- NIS MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS x@—'
Y =
i STATISTICS BELGIUM

Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - September 2002: hours worked industry + 0.5%,
construction -+ 6.3%

Overall trend stable

In September 2002 , compared to September of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 0,5% ; in construction it rose by 6,3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,6%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,5%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,8% for
chemicals and -0,2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 0,4%.

Positive figures in the construction sector are since several months the cause of an almost stable trend of
the number of hours worked in industry and construction. Figures decreased by 0.1 % only in the last three
months compared to the three preceding months, This evolution goes parallel with the indicator of production

in industry, which shows an equally flat course typical for an economic climate where the direction of the
trend is still undecided.

Mext press release : 08/01/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov. belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium - October 2002: hours worked industry - 2.5%,
construction -- 6.5%

Overall trend remains stable

In October 2002 , compared to October of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 2.5% ; in construction it fell by 6.5%.

The trend of the |ast three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.6%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0.5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.4%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.7% for

chemicals and +0.2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 0.3%.

Mext press release : 05/02/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English} :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators
— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

7/01/2003

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - November 2002: hours worked industry - 6.2%,
construction -- 3.5%

In November 2002 , compared to Movember of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 6,2% ; in construction it fell by 3,5%.

The trend of the |last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0,1%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,1% for
chemicals and +1,0% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 0,4%.

Next press release : 05/03/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

— |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly {subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

5/02/2003

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fzov.be annie.trenson/@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - December 2002: hours worked industry + 1.0%,
construction - 7.2%

In December 2002 , compared to December of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 1.0% ; in construction it fell by 7.2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.3%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0.6% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number stayed stable (+ 0.0%). A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.3% for

chemicals and +0.7% for metal products, machinery and equipment, In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.8%.

Mext press release : 02/04/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Maor in rends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

4/03/2003

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson{@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSEING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - January 2003: hours worked industry — 2.6%,
construction - 6.9%

In January 2003 , compared to January of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 2.6% ; in construction it fell by 6.9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.8%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0.6% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.3%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.6% for

chemicals and —0.7% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 0.4%,

Next press release : 29/04/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) ;

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= ltis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further proce (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

8. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - February 2003: hours worked industry + 4.5%,
construction - 3.6%

In February 2003 , compared to February of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 4.5% ; in construction it fell by 3.6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
strong increase for Belgium as a whole (+3.6%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by —0.3% in
Flanders ; in Wallonia the number expanded by €.9%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows

-0.7% for chemicals and —1.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the
number of hours worked fell with 0.3%.

MNext press release : 04/06/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More business trends information |

=» To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the intemet (also in English) :

hitp://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - March 2003: hours worked industry - 4.2%,
construction - 0.8%

In March 2003 , compared to March of the previous year, the number of hours worked in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 4.2% ; in construction it fell by 0.85%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.2%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 1.4% in Flanders : in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.9%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.8% for

chemicals and —1,9% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 0.3%.

Mext press release ;: 02/07/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) ;

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectars, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson{@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESEING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - April 2003: hours worked industry + 0.3%,
construction - 3.9%

In April 2003 , compared to the previous month, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 0.3% ; in construction it fell by 3.9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three manths, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.3%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 1.2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.3% for

chemicals and —1.6% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0.2%

Mext press release : 06/08/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More business trends information !

=» To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belfindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a ence-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - May 2003: hours worked industry - 0.3%,
construction - 4.6%

In May 2003 , compared to the previous month, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 0.3% ; in construction it fell by 4.6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.2%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 1.5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1.0%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.1% for

chemicals and —1.6% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 1.4%.

Mext press release ; 03/09/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) ;

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below,

= |tis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or manthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - June 2003: hours worked industry + 0.0%,
construction + 3.2%

In June 2003 , compared to the previous month, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium stayed stable (+0.0%;) ; in construction it rose by 3.2%.

The trend of the |ast three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.1%). At the regional level, there’'s an decrease by 1.7% in Flanders : in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.7% for

chemicals and —1.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 1.4%.

Next press release : 01/10/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet {(also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= ItIs also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - July 2003 : hours worked industry + 1,0%,
construction + 5,0%

In July 2003 , compared to the previous month, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 1,0% ; in construction it rose by 5,0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,3% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 09%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,1% for

chemicals and -0,4% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked stayed stable (+0,0%)

Mext press release : 05/11/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Meore business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data an hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employeas, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - August 2003 : hours worked industry - 1,5%,
construction - 8,8%

First signs of stabilisation ?

In August 2003 , compared to the previous month, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 1,5% ; in construction it fell by 8,8%.

The trend of the |ast three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,6%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,5% in Flanders : in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 2,1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,9% for
chemicals and +0,2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0,8%,

The decrease of the number of hours worked seems to be contained or even stopped during the last few
months. The marked decline is limited to some less important sectors only.

Mext press release : 03/12/2003

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit,

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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CORJUCan

SEl Persbericht

Belgium - September 2003 : hours worked
industry - 3,4%, construction + 5,1%

In September 2003 , compared to the previous month, the number of hours worked in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 3,4% ; in construction it rose by 5,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,1%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 1,2% in Flanders : in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,3%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,1% for

chemicals and -0,6% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 0,6%.

MNext press release . 15/01/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business frends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit,

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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SEl Persbericht

Belgium - October 2003* : hours worked
industry - 3,7%, construction - 3,3%

The number of hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium fell by 3,7% ; in construction it
fell by 3,3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,9%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 1,7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,7%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.7% for

chemicals and -1,2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 1,1%.

Next press release ; 05/02/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data an hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly {subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

“(% Increase of the last three months, till October 2003 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - November 2003 : hours worked
industry - 2,8%, construction - 2,5%

The number of hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three meonths
compared to the preceding trimester, fell by 2 8% ; in construction it fell by 2,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,1%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 1,4% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,2% A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1.2% for

chemicals and -2.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 2, 0%.

Mext press release : 04/03/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicatars
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= ltis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly {subscription) basis,

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data - production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

"(% increase of the last three months, till November 2003 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

COLLECTIMNG, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMATING STATISTICAL INFORMATIONM
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SEl Persbericht

Belgium - December 2003 : hours worked
industry — 1.6%, construction — 2.7%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1.6% ; in construction it fell by 2.7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.0%}. At the reqgional level, there's an decrease by 1.2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.7%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.3% for

chemicals and —1.8% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked fell with 1.1%.

Next press release : 01/04/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Maore business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet {also in English) :

hitp:iistatbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data ; production, new orders.
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ..

"(% increase of the last three months, lill December 2003 inclusive, compared to the preceding {rimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

COLLEGCTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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STATISTIEK EN ECONOMISCHE INFORMATIE

SEl Persbericht

Belgium - January 2004 : hours worked
industry - 0,2%, construction + 3,9%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,2% ; in construction it rose by 3,9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole {-0,7%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,89% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0 8% A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,3% for

chemicals and -1,2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 1,3%.

Next press release : 06/05/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http.//statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= ltis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ..

*{% increase of the last three months, till January 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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STATISTIEK EN ECONOMISCHE INFORMATIE

SEl Persbericht

Belgium - February 2004* hours worked
industry + 1.0%, construction + 6.0%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 1.0% ; in construction it rose by
6.0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0.2%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0.7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 02%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows =0.4% for
chemicals and =0.4% for metal products. machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 3.4%

Mext press release : 03/06/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

‘(% increase of the last three months, till February 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

COLLECTING, PROCESS|ING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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STATISTIEK EN ECONOMISCHE INFORMATIE

SEl Persbericht

Belgium - March 2004* : hours worked
industry + 0.6%, construction + 7.0%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0.6% ; in construction it rose by
7.0%

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0.1%). At the regional level, there's a status quo (+0.0%) in Flanders : in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0.7%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0.3% for

chemicals and +0.2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours
worked rose with 2. 6%

Next press release : 01/07/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet {also in English) ;

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked we also have many other short-term data - production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employess, material costs. production price, building permits, turnover, ...

"(% increase of the last three months, till \arch 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adiusted valuss)

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Short Term Indicators

M Belgium - April 2004* : hours
ot worked industry + 0.4%,
construction + 0.9%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0.4% , in construction it rose by
0.9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0.1%). At the regional level, there’s a status quo (+0.0%) in Flanders ;
in Wallonia the number expanded by 1.2%**

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0.6% for chemicals and +0.2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 0.6%.

Next press release : 05/08/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business frends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till April 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

** Soffware for seasonal adjustment and trend calculafions considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from fotal results

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82: christophe.arickx(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66: inforcstatbel.mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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SB Statistics Belgium

FEDERATE OV ERBEIDS DIENST PI‘BSS Release
ECONCMIE, K MO, .
MIDOENSTANDGA ENERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday August, 5st 2004

Belgium - May 2004* : hours
Exoneemische i Worked fndUStfy e Oj 9%!
construction - 5,8%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,9% ; in construction it fell by 5,8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,5%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,2% in Flanders | in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,5%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,2% for chemicals and +0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 1,9%.

Next press release : 02/09/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till May 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and frend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
resulfs (by region or product type) can differ from tofal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; christophe.arickx(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.feov.be
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SB Statistics Belgium

FEDERALE OVERBIIDS DIERST Press Rele ase
EUOMOMET N MO, .
MIDDENSTAND& ENERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday September, 2st 2004

Belgium - June 2004 : hours
i worked industry - 1.1%,
construction - 7.6%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1.1% ; in construction it fell by 7.6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.6%). At the reglonal level, there's an decrease by 0.3% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0.6%*",

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.5% for chemicals and -0.4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 2.9%.

Next press release : 7/10/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

=+ All methodological explanations of figures can be cbtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

(% increase of the last three months, till June 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustmant and frend calculalions considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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8B Statistics Belgium

worral e venmsonnst  Press Release
O A O "
RHIDDENSTARE & ENERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday October, 7st 2004

E o Belgium - July 2004* : hours
Fownge e worked industry - 1,0%,
construction - 4,0%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1,0% ; in construction it fell by 4,0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,5%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,1%"".

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,7% for chemicals and -0,6% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 1,9%.

Mext press release : 4/11/2004

* &

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till July 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cafculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
resulfts (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

http://statbel.fgov.be
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SB Statistics Belgium

moprakoveiimsmenst  Press Release
ECONGMIE. KMO, -
MIDDENSTANDS virc:  Short Term Indicators

Thursday November, 7th 2004

g Belgium - August 2004* : hours
Evopmmische Itk worked industry o 0,8%,
construction + 1,2%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0.8% ; in construction it rose by
1,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a

status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0,0%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,3% in Flanders
and there's a status quo in Wallonia {(+ 0,0%)"*.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,3% for chemicals and -0,8% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 0,8%.

Next press release : 2/12/2004

* &

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(%s increase of the last three months, till August 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding frimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter . 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

http://statbel.fgov.be
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Press Release

FOD EcoNOMIE -  Statistics Belgium

Thursday December, 7th 2004
Belgium - September 2004* : hours worked
industry + 0,3%, construction + 1,4%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,3% ; in construction it rose by
1,4%.

The trend of the |ast three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole {-0,1%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,6% in Flanders

and there's a status quo in Wallonia (+0,0%)**,

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.4% for chemicals and -0,6% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 1,1%.

Next press release : 13/1/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory : FPS Economy — Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicatars Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term dats : production, new orders.
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till September 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of parfial
results (by region or product fype) can differ fram total results.

Statistics Belgium - Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

Info Statistics : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.feov.be
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5B Statistics Belgium

FEDERALE ONERHEIDSTIENST Press Release

ECOMNONEE K MO, e
MIDDENSTAND& ENERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday January, 7th 2005

Belgium - October 2004* : hours
TR worked industry and construction
status quo

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in Belgian industry excluding construction is remained
constant (+0,1%) in the last three months compared with the three preceding months; in construction there's
also a status quo (+ 0,0%).

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%:). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,79,

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,6% for chemicals and -0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 0,4%.

Mext press release : 3/2/2005

* *

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till October 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

“* Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from fotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

http://statbel.fgov.be
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SB Statistics Belgium
mopra s oveeieasonst Press Release

ECONOMIEE MO, ;
MIDDENSTANIDLE ENERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday February, 3th 2005

e Belgium - November 2004* :
b hours worked industry - 1,9%,
construction - 2,2%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1,9% ; in construction it fell by 2,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,7%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 1,0% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,79%**,

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,9% for chemicals and -0,6% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 0,8%.

Mext press release : 3/3/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy - Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends infermation !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It Is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

(% increase of the last three months, till November 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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SB Statistics Belgium

reoera Eonermsoirsst  Press Release
FOOMNOMIE K MO, .
SO NSTAND & ENERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday March, 7th 2005

i Gl TR Belgium - December 2004* : hours worked
industry ; -1,9% ; construction : -0,5%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1,9% ; in construction it fell by 0,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,2%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 1,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,6%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -2,0% for chemicals and -0,8% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 0,5%.

MNext press release : 31/3/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy - Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

hitp://statbel.fgov.be/indicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

—> Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, tumowver, ...

(% increase of the last three months, till December 2004 inclusive, compared lo the preceding irimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.55.03; info.stat{@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Press Release

FOD ECONOMIE -  Statistics Belgiom

Thursday March, 31th 2005

Belgium - January 2005*: Hours worked
Industry: -2,3%,; Construction: -0,9%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 2,3%:; in construction it fell by 0,9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,3%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 1,3% in Flanders; in
Waillonia there's a status quo (-0,4%)**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,5% for chemicals and -1,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 1,3%.

Next press release : 4/5/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

=+ To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (alsc in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, furnover, ...

* % increase of the last three months, till January 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from fotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.55.03; info.stat(@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OYERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE KMO,
MIDDENSTANRE-& ENERGIE

FOD ECONOMIE, K.M.O., MIDDENSTAND EN ENERGIE
Press Release

Wednesday May, 4th 2005

Belgium - February 2005*: Hours worked
Industry: -1,7%; Construction: -2,1%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1,7%; in construction it fell by 2,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,4%). At the reglonal level, there's an decrease by 1,2% in Flanders: in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,7%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,1% for chemicals and -1,2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 2,1%.

MNext press release : 2/6/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Statistics Division

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shor-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Shor-term Indicators Unit,

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, tumover, ...

* % increase of the last three months, till February 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjiustrent and frend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by reglon or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.55.03; info.stat@ mineco.fgov.be
htip://stathel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONGMIE KM,
MIDDENSTAND& ENERGIE

FOD ECONOMIE, K.M.O., MIDDENSTAND EN ENERGIE
Press Release

Thursday June, 2th 2005

Belgium - March 2005*: Hours worked
Industry: -2,0%; Construction: -8,7%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 2,0%; in construction it fell by 8,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
strong decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,7%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 1,3% in
Flanders; in Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,6%**,

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,2% for chemicals and -1,1% for metal products,
machinery and aquipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 5,5%.

MNext press release : 30/6/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Division Statistics
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Mo in rends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http:/statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be cbtained from the Shor-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or furthar
processaed (2.4, seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, employess, material costs, production price, building permits, tumaover, ...

™) % Increase of the last three months, B March 2005 inclusive, compared fo the preceding timester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

{**} Software for seasonal adiustiment and trend calcwations considers every seres as such; this is why sums of partial
resulfs {by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : (02.548.55.03; info.stat® mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERBEIDSDIENST
ECONGMIE K.M.O.,
MIDDENSTANDWS ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
Press Release

Thursday June, 30th 2005

Belgium - April 2005*: Hours worked
Industry: -0,3%; Construction: -4,7%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in indusiry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, is remained constant (-0,3%); in construction it fell
by 4,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,7%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,6% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,69

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,3% for chemicals and -0,3% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 1,4%.

Mext press release : 4/8/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Division Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the intemet {also in English) :

http:/ffstatbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= |t is also possible 1o receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, employees, materal costs, production price, building permils, tumaover, ...

* 2 increase of the last three months, till April 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adfustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this Is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total resuits.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.55.03; info.stat@ mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indicas
{2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blua
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

GIﬂSE indices

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
‘months

AA > 2.5%

A 0.5%to25%
2 -0.5% o 0.5%
N -2 5% 1o -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA - Wallonia
BR : Brussels

823

90,8
822 945

JE

1| 1118

LAY

!

60

1999 2000 2001

2002

2004

TTTTITT T T I T T AT T T I T T IR I e e T I T e T T IR T T T T T T T T I T TR T IT T TTI T I I TIo I T

2003

2005

Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings

VL

Total industry
Total industry,excluding construction

Intermediate goods and enargy
Capital goods

Durable consumer goods
MNon-durable consumer goods

Mining and quarrying

Food products, beverages and tobacco

Textiles and textiles products

Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing
Cheamicals and chamical, rubber and plastic products
Metal products, machinery and equipment

Coke, refined petrolaum products and nuclear fuel
Non-metallic mineral products

Manufacture of basic metals

Fumiture

Electricity

Construction

[ L ml
" A A T T B

|4
[

© [ K K
zyzzzzzzzz¢zzzzzzz

vevfuedew e s

Lvieey




FEDERALE OWERBEIDSTHENST
ECONCRMIE K M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
Press Release

Thursday August , 4th 2005

Belgium - May 2005*: Hours worked
Industry: +0,5%; Construction: +8,0%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,5%,; in construction it rose by 8,0%.
The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0,0%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,6% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,4%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,8% for chemicals and -0,2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 0,8%.

Mext press release : 1/9/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Division Statistics Belgium

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

=+ To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shor-term indicators pottal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http:iistatbel fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

== Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly {subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, employeas, material costs, production price, building permits, tumover, ...

* % Increase of the last three months, till May 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
sgasonally-adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every serles as such; this is why sums of partial
resulfs {by region or product type) can differ from lotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64 82; annelies.pots @statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : (02.548.55.03; info.stat@ mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE ONVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONROMIE: KM.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
Press Release

Thursday August ,

Belgium - June 2005*: Hours worked
Industry: +7,2%; Construction: +7,0%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 1,2%:; in construction it rose by 7,0%.
The trend of the |ast three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,3%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,8% in Flanders; in
Wallonia there's a status quo (+ 0,2%)™.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +1,0% for chemicals and -0,3% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked remained constant (-0,2%).

Mext press release : 6/10/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Division Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shor-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http:/statbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Shor-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.qg. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or manthly (subscription) basis.

== Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, tumaover, ...

* % increase of the last three months, till June 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and frend calculations considers every serigs as such; this is why sums of partial
resuits {by region or product fype) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.55.03; info.stat@ mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSTHENST
ECONOMIE, K.M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY. SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
Press Release

Thursday October, 6th 2005

Belgium - July 2005*: Hours worked
Industry: +17,6%; Construction: +6,5%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three menths compared with the three preceding menths, increased by 1,6%; In construction it rose by 8,5%.
The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,8%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia there's a status quo (+0,1%)*".

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,6% for chemicals and +0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 1,1%%.

Next press release : 27/10/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Division Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shor-term indicators portal site
an the internet {also in English) :
http:/fstatbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Shor-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or fudher
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or manthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data @ production, new orders, wages and
salanies, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 9% increase of the last three months, till July 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adiusiment and trend caleulations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by reglon or product type) can differ from total results,

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.55.03; info.stat@ mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K:M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
Press Release

Thursday October, 27th 2005

Belgium - August 2005*: Hours worked
Industry: +0,5%; Construction: +4,7%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,5%; in construction it rose by 4,7%.
The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0,2%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,4%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,2% for chemicals and -0,3% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 0,5%.

Next press release : 1/12/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Directorate-general Statistics Belgi  um
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 06 increase of the last three months, till August 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K:M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
Press Release

Thursday December, 1st 2005

Belgium - September 2005*: Hours worked
Industry: -0,8%; Construction: -2,2%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,8%; in construction it fell by 2,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,3%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,6% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,7%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,4% for chemicals and -1,0% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 1,4%.

Next press release : 22/12/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Directorate-general Statistics Belgi  um
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Service.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 06 increase of the last three months, till September 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.548.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Textiles and textiles products N N NN >
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > > N N
Metal products, machinery and equipment N > N N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N N NN
Non-metallic mineral products -> 2 N N
Manufacture of basic metals N N N N
Furniture N N >
Electricity 2 2 -> >
Construction N > 2 2




FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K:M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
Press Release

Thursday December, 22th
2005

Belgium - October 2005*: Hours worked
Industry: -3,2%; Construction: -4,5%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 3,2%; in construction it fell by 4,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,4%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 1,4% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,3%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,5% for chemicals and -2,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 2,5%.

Next press release : 2/2/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Directorate-general Statistics Belgi  um
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Service.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, employees, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0% increase of the last three months, till October 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.548.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Jan | Feb |March| April [ May | June | July | Aug | Sept |

oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

AA > 2.5%
22 0.5% to 2.5%
= -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
AN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

2004 953 926/ 1051 942 859 998 706| 808 97,71 964 887 823 908
2005] 91,8 893 979 937 862 974 661 794 954, 901
Construction
2004| 84,8 928 1130 991 921 1126/ 50,1 958 111,1] 106,8] 939 822 945
2005| 74,1 854] 925 1035 934| 1120 454 961 110,7] 991
Total industry, excluding construction
2004 97,1 94,0 1021 939 91,81 974 715 822 956| 100,7| 902 783| 91,2
2005] 94,0 901 954 944 914 953| 729 776 938 941
Construction
2004| 864 97,4 1096/ 980 993 1099 51,7] 986 1082 111,7| 964 757 952
2005] 76,9 855 89,9| 1037 1006 109,0] 532 94,1 1082 1044
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1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry N N N >
Total industry,excluding construction N N N >
Intermediate goods and energy N N N 2
Capital goods N NN NN >
Durable consumer goods NN NN N NN
Non-durable consumer goods N N N NN
Mining and quarrying N N >
Food products, beverages and tobacco N N N N
Textiles and textiles products N NN NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N N N
Metal products, machinery and equipment N N NN NN
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N NN NN
Non-metallic mineral products N > N NN
Manufacture of basic metals N N NN N
Furniture N N N
Electricity 2 A7 -> >
Construction N N -> N




FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K. M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday February, 2nd 2006

Belgium - November 2005* : hours worked industry - 2,3%,
construction - 2,7%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 2,3% ; in construction it fell by 2,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,3%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,6%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,3% for chemicals and -1,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 1,5%.

Next press release : 2/3/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till November 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Jan | Feb |March| April [ May | June | July | Aug | Sept |

oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

2004 953 926/ 1051 942 859 998 706| 808 97,71 964 887 823 908
2005] 91,8 893 979 937 862 974 661 794 950, 898 897
Construction
2004| 84,8 928 1130 991 921 1126/ 50,1 958 111,1] 106,8] 939 822 945
2005] 74,1 854 925 1035 934 1120 454 96,1 1106/ 991] 953
Total industry, excluding construction
2004 97,2 94,0 102,01 939 9191 974 716 822 956| 100,7| 902 783| 91,2
2005] 94,0 90,1 954 944 914 953 729| 776 935 937 91,0
Construction
2004| 86,5 97,4 1095 982 995 109,91 51,8 98,7 1081| 1118/ 966 758 953
2005] 770 855 899 103,7| 1009 1089 534| 941 1081 104,3] 969
120
110
100 -
90 -
80 -
70 V
60 1T T T 1T 1T T T T 1T T T T T TT7 T T T T T T T T T T
11/2002 11/2003 11/2004 11/20(
Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry N N N >
Total industry,excluding construction N N N N
Intermediate goods and energy N N N 2
Capital goods N NN -> >
Durable consumer goods -> NN N N
Non-durable consumer goods N N 2 N
Mining and quarrying N N >
Food products, beverages and tobacco N N N N
Textiles and textiles products N N NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > > > N
Metal products, machinery and equipment N N NN NN
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N 2 NN
Non-metallic mineral products N > N NN
Manufacture of basic metals N N N N
Furniture N N N
Electricity N N -> >
Construction > > > >




FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K- M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday March, 2nd 2006

Belgium - December 2005* : hours worked industry - 1,6%,
construction - 0,6%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1,6% ; in construction it fell by 0,6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,7%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,4% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,1%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,2% for chemicals and -0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 0,2%.

Next press release : 6/4/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till December 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
2 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
AN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept |

Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2004 95,3 92,6] 105,1 94,2 85,9 99,8

2005 91,8 89,3 97,9 93,7 86,2 97,4
Construction

2004 84,8 92,8] 113,0 99,1 92,1 112,6

2005 74,1 85,4 92,5] 103,5 93,4 112,0
Total industry, excluding construction

2004 97,2 94,0] 102,1 93,9 92,0 97,4

2005 94,1 90,1 95,4 94,3 91,6 95,3
Construction

2004 86,5 97,5] 109,5 98,2 99,8 109,9

2005 77,1 85,5 89,9 103,6] 101,1 108,9

70,6
66,1

50,1
45,4
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73,0

51,7
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80,8
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > N > >
Total industry,excluding construction N > N N
Intermediate goods and energy > > > >
Capital goods N N > >
Durable consumer goods 2 N > 2
Non-durable consumer goods N N 2 N
Mining and quarrying N N ->

Food products, beverages and tobacco N > > N
Textiles and textiles products N N N N
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > 2 > N
Metal products, machinery and equipment > N N N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N 2 NN

Non-metallic mineral products > > > N
Manufacture of basic metals > > N >
Furniture N N >

Electricity > 2 2 >
Construction > > > >




FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K. M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday March, 6nd 2006

Belgium - January 2006* : hours worked industry + 2,0%,
construction + 6,0%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 2,0% ; in construction it rose by
6,0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quUO for Belgium as a whole (-0,1%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,4%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,6% for chemicals and -0,7% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 1,5%.

Next press release : 4/5/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till January 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Jan | Feb |March| April [ May | June | July | Aug | Sept [ Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

2005] 91,8 893 979 937 862 974 661 794 950 900| 896 78,7 87,9
2006] 931
Construction
2005] 74,1 854] 925 1035 934 1120 454 96,1 1106/ 994 965 789 90,7
2006 783
Total industry, excluding construction
2005] 94,1 90,1 954 944 915 953 730| 776/ 935 939 909 780 890
2006 94,6
Construction
2005 77,1 855 899| 1037 101,0f 1089 535 94,2 1081| 1046/ 982 775 918
2006 81,2
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 2 > 2
Total industry,excluding construction > N > 2
Intermediate goods and energy > > -> A
Capital goods 2 2 > 2
Durable consumer goods 2 2 -> A7
Non-durable consumer goods > > 2 N
Mining and quarrying 2 N ->
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > 2 N
Textiles and textiles products N N N >
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing -> > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products 2 A > >
Metal products, machinery and equipment N > > N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N 2 NN
Non-metallic mineral products > > -> A
Manufacture of basic metals 2 > N >
Furniture N > N
Electricity 2 > 2 >
Construction > > > >




FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K. M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday May, 4nd 2006

Belgium - February 2006* : hours worked industry + 1,3%,
construction + 2,7%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 1,3% ; in construction it rose by
2,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,3%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia there’s a status quo (+0,1%)**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +1,0% for chemicals and -0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 0,8%.

Next press release : 1/6/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till February 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Gross indices :

Trend :

Jan | Feb |March| April [ May | June | July | Aug | Sept [ Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction
2005 91,8 893 979 937
2006 932 897
Construction
2005 741
2006 789

86,2 974

854
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92,51 1035] 934 1120

Total industry, excluding construction
2005| 94,0 901 954 %4
2006| 94,6 904
Construction
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A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels
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FEDERALE OAVERBEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE R M.C..
MIBDENSTAND& ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
RELEASE

Thursday June, Snd 2006

Belgium - March 2006™ : hours worked industry + 1,5%,
construction - 0,5%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 1,5% ; in construction it fell by 0,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole {+0,5%). At the regional level, there's an decrease by 0,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,2%™",

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,8% for chemicals and -0,2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 0,5%.

Mext press release : 29/6/2006

CQuotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgium

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Mare business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http:fistatbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Shor-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

=» Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, tumover, ...

# % increase of the last three months, Gl March 2006 inclusive, compared 1o the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @ statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics : (02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K- M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday June, 29nd 2006

Belgium - April 2006* : hours worked industry - 0,4%,
construction - 4,4%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,4% ; in construction it fell by 4,4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quO for Belgium as a whole (+0,1%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,3% in Flanders ;
in Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,5%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,0% for chemicals and -0,6% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 1,1%.

Next press release : 3/8/2006
*

* %

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till April 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2005 91,8 89,3 97,9 93,7 86,2 97,4 66,1 79,4 95,0 90,0 89,6 78,7 87,9
2006 93,0 89,5 101,3 84,8
Construction
2005 74,1 85,4 92,5| 103,5 93,4 112,01 454 96,1 110,6 99,4 96,5 78,8 90,6
2006 79,2 86,5| 106,5 90,7
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 94,0 90,1 95,4 94,3 91,5 95,3 73,0 77,6 93,5 94,0 91,0 78,1 89,0
2006 94,5 90,2 98,9 90,7
Construction
2005 77,0 85,5 89,9 103,7| 100,9( 109,0 53,5 94,21 108,1| 1045 98,1 77,5 91,8
2006 82,0 86,6| 102,6 98,2
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Non-durable consumer goods N > N N
Mining and quarrying > NN >
Food products, beverages and tobacco -> A > NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N N
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing -> > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > > N >
Metal products, machinery and equipment N > > N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N NN N
Non-metallic mineral products > > N NN
Manufacture of basic metals N > N N
Furniture N N NN
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction N N > >




FEDERALE OVERHEITSDIENST
ECONOMIE E MO,
MIDDENSTAND-& ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday Aungustus, 3 2006

Belgium - May 2006*: Employees
Industry: -0,2%; Construction: +0,5%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,2%; in construction it rose by 0,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,2%™.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,1% for chemicals and a status quo (+0.0%) for metal
products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,4%.

Next press release : 7/9/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy -Directorate-general Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
an the intemet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit,

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ..,

* % increase of the last three months, till May 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-adjusted

values.

** Software for seasonal adfustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial

results (By region or product tvpe) can differ from total resulis.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K- M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday September, 7nd
2006

Belgium - June 2006* : hours worked industry - 1,2%,
construction + 0,6%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1,2% ; in construction it rose by 0,6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,3%). At the regional level, there’s a status quo (+0,0%) in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,7%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,5% for chemicals and +0,3% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 0,5%.

Next press release : 5/10/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till June 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2005 91,8 89,3 97,9 93,7 86,2 97,4 66,1 79,4 95,0 90,0 89,6 78,7 87,9
2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,3 93,3
Construction
2005 74,1 85,4 92,5| 103,5 93,4 112,01 454 96,1 110,6 99,4 96,5 78,8 90,6
2006 79,2 86,5| 106,4 91,1] 101,6| 108,1
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 94,0 90,1 95,4 94,3 91,6 95,3 73,0 77,6 93,5 93,9 91,0 78,1 89,0
2006 94,5 90,2 99,2 90,6 92,1 93,0
Construction
2005 77,1 85,5 89,9 103,7| 100,9( 109,0 53,4 94,21 108,2| 1045 98,1 77,5 91,8
2006 82,0 86,6| 102,4 98,6] 102,7| 107,2
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Total industry -> N -> >
Total industry,excluding construction > > N 2
Intermediate goods and energy > > -> 2
Capital goods 2 2 N N
Durable consumer goods > > NN N
Non-durable consumer goods N N -> N
Mining and quarrying N N >
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > > N
Textiles and textiles products N N NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N > > N
Metal products, machinery and equipment > > N >
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N NN N
Non-metallic mineral products N > N NN
Manufacture of basic metals > > N N
Furniture N N NN
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction N 2 2 >




economle

# FPS Economy, S.M.E.'s, Self-employed and Energy

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday October, 5nd 2006

Belgium - July 2006* : hours worked industry status quo,
construction + 2,7%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, remained constant ; in construction it rose by
2,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there’'s an increase by 0,4% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,2%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,7% for chemicals and +0,8% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 0,7%.

Next press release : 26/10/2006
*

* %

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till July 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-adjusted
values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@economie.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2005 91,8 89,3 97,9 93,7 86,2 97,4 66,1 79,4 95,0 90,0 89,6 78,7 87,9
2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,4 93,4 67,0
Construction
2005 74,1 85,4 92,5| 103,5 93,4 112,01 454 96,1 110,6 99,4 96,5 78,8 90,6
2006 79,2 86,5 106,4 91,1 101,8| 108,4| 45,9
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 94,0 90,1 95,4 94,4 91,6 95,3 73,0 77,6 93,5 93,9 90,9 78,1 89,0
2006 94,5 90,2 99,2 90,6 92,2 93,2 71,5
Construction
2005 77,1 85,5 90,0( 103,7| 101,0( 109,0 53,5 94,31 108,3| 104,4 97,8 77,5 91,8
2006 82,0 86,6 102,5 98,6 103,0| 107,7 52,5
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Intermediate goods and energy > > > 2
Capital goods 2 2 -> >
Durable consumer goods > 2 N 2
Non-durable consumer goods -> -> 2 N
Mining and quarrying > > >
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > -> N
Textiles and textiles products N N NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N 2 -> N
Metal products, machinery and equipment 2 2 N 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N NN NN
Non-metallic mineral products > > N NN
Manufacture of basic metals 2 > N N
Furniture > > NN
Electricity AA A2 A7 A7
Construction 2 2 2 >




economle

# FPS Economy, S.M.E.'s, Self-employed and Energy

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday October, 26nd 2006

Belgium - August 2006* : hours worked industry - 0,5%,
construction + 0,9%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,5% ; in construction it rose by 0,9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quO for Belgium as a whole (+0,0%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,3%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,7% for chemicals and +0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 0,4%.

Next press release : 7/12/2006
*

* %

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till August 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@economie.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
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collar)

Indices per
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Allowing for
differences in
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between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2005 91,8 89,3 97,9 93,7 86,2 97,4 66,1 79,4 95,0 90,0 89,6 78,7 87,9
2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 78,8
Construction
2005 74,1 85,4 92,5| 103,5 93,4 112,01 454 96,1 110,6 99,4 96,5 78,8 90,6
2006 79,2 86,5| 106,4 91,1 101,8| 108,8 46,1 96,6
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 94,0 90,1 95,4 94,4 91,6 95,3 73,1 77,7 93,5 93,9 90,9 78,1 89,0
2006 94,5 90,2 99,2 90,7 92,3 93,3 71,6 78,3
Construction
2005 77,1 85,5 90,0( 103,7| 100,9( 109,0 53,5 94,21 108,3| 104,4 97,9 77,5 91,8
2006 81,9 86,6| 102,6 98,6] 103,0f 108,1 52,7 94,9
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Durable consumer goods > 2 NN >
Non-durable consumer goods -> -> 2 N
Mining and quarrying > > >
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > -> N
Textiles and textiles products N N N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N >
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N > 2 >
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Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN N NN
Non-metallic mineral products > > N N
Manufacture of basic metals N > N N
Furniture > 2 NN
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction > 2 2 N




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday December, 7th 2006

Belgium - September 2006* : hours worked industry
+ 0,6%, construction + 0,7%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,6% ; in construction it rose by
0,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status uO for Belgium as a whole (+0,0%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,1% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,1%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,4% for chemicals and +0,2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 0,3%.

Next press release : 11/1/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till September 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2005 91,8 89,3 97,9 93,7 86,2 97,4 66,1 79,4 95,0 90,0 89,6 78,7 87,9
2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,2 92,7
Construction
2005 74,1 85,4 92,5| 103,5 93,4 112,01 454 96,1 110,6 99,4 96,5 78,8 90,6
2006 79,2 86,5| 106,4 91,1 101,8| 108,8 46,0 96,4| 109,6
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 94,0 90,1 95,4 94,4 91,6 95,2 73,1 77,7 93,5 93,9 90,9 78,1 89,0
2006 94,5 90,2 99,2 90,7 92,3 93,3 71,6 78,7 93,3
Construction
2005 77,1 85,5 90,0( 103,7| 100,9( 109,0 53,5 94,21 108,3| 104,4 97,9 77,5 91,8
2006 81,9 86,6| 102,6 98,6] 103,0f 108,1 52,6 94,6] 109,8
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > > > >
Total industry,excluding construction > > > >
Intermediate goods and energy > > -> 2
Capital goods > 2 > >
Durable consumer goods N N NN N
Non-durable consumer goods -> -> 2 N
Mining and quarrying N > >
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > > N
Textiles and textiles products N N > NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > N > >
Metal products, machinery and equipment -> A -> N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN NN
Non-metallic mineral products N > N NN
Manufacture of basic metals N > N N
Furniture > > N
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction > 2 2 N




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday January, 11th 2007

Belgium - October 2006* : hours worked industry + 0,4%,
construction - 1,9%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,4% ; in construction it fell by 1,9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,4%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number remained constant (+0,0%)**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,2% for chemicals and +0,0% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 0,1%.

Next press release : 1/2/2007
*

* %

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till October 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept |

Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2005 91,8 89,3 97,9 93,7 86,2 97,4 66,1 79,4 95,0 90,0 89,6 78,7 87,9
2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,3 92,7 98,0
Construction
2005 74,1 85,4 92,5| 103,5 93,4 112,01 454 96,1 110,6 99,4 96,5 78,8 90,6
2006 79,2 86,5 106,4 91,1 101,8| 108,38 46,0 96,6/ 110,0| 105,9
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 94,0 90,1 95,4 94,4 91,5 95,3 73,0 77,6 93,5 93,9 90,9 78,1 89,0
2006 94,5 90,2 99,2 90,7 92,2 93,3 71,6 78,8 93,4 99,4
Construction
2005 77,1 85,5 90,0( 103,7| 100,9( 109,0 53,5 94,21 108,3| 104,4 97,9 77,5 91,8
2006 81,9 86,6 102,6 98,6/ 103,0| 108,1 52,7 94,81 110,1| 108,7
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > -> 2 >
Total industry,excluding construction > > > 2
Intermediate goods and energy > > -> 2
Capital goods > > N >
Durable consumer goods N N NN N
Non-durable consumer goods > > 2 N
Mining and quarrying N 2 ->
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > 2 N
Textiles and textiles products N N -> NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing > > N >
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > > > >
Metal products, machinery and equipment > > 2 N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN N N
Non-metallic mineral products -> 2 N NN
Manufacture of basic metals N > > >
Furniture > > N
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction > 2 2 N




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday February, 1nd 2007

Belgium - November 2006* : hours worked industry - 0,1%,
construction + 2,0%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,1% ; in construction it rose by 2,0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,1%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,3% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,6%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,8% for chemicals and +0,2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 1,2%.

Next press release : 1/3/2007
*

* %

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till November 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept |

Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2005 91,8 89,3 97,9 93,7 86,2 97,4 66,1 79,4 95,0 90,0 89,6 78,7 87,9
2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,3 92,7 98,1 92,6
Construction
2005 74,1 85,4 92,5| 103,5 93,4 112,01 454 96,1 110,6 99,4 96,5 78,8 90,6
2006 79,2 86,5| 106,4 91,1 101,8| 108,8 46,0 96,6/ 110,0f 106,6] 104,8
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 93,9 90,1 95,6 94,4 91,7 95,3 73,1 77,8 93,6 93,8 90,8 78,1 89,0
2006 94,4 90,2 99,3 90,7 92,4 93,5 71,4 78,8 93,4 99,5 90,3
Construction
2005 77,0 85,5 90,0( 103,8] 101,0( 109,0 53,7 94,31 108,1| 1045 98,1 77,5 91,9
2006 81,9 86,6| 102,5 98,7] 103,2|( 108,1 52,8 94,9] 110,2| 109,3| 102,4
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > -> 2 >
Total industry,excluding construction > -> 2 >
Intermediate goods and energy > > -> A
Capital goods 2 > N 2
Durable consumer goods N N N NN
Non-durable consumer goods 2 2 2 N
Mining and quarrying 2 > A7
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > 2 N
Textiles and textiles products N N N 2
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing > > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products 2 2 > N
Metal products, machinery and equipment > > 2 N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N NN 2
Non-metallic mineral products -> 2 N NN
Manufacture of basic metals > > > 2
Furniture N > N
Electricity AA A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 AA >




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday March, 1st 2007

Belgium - December 2006*: hours worked industry + 1,5%,
construction + 5,7%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 1,5%; in construction it rose by 5,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,8%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,8% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,6%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +1,4% for chemicals and +1,5% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 3,9%.

Next press release : 5/4/2007
*

* %

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till December 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept |

Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2005 91,8 89,3 97,9 93,7 86,2 97,4 66,1 79,4 95,0 90,0 89,6 78,7 87,9
2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,3 92,7 98,2 92,5 76,8 88,4
Construction
2005 74,1 85,4 92,5| 103,5 93,4 112,0] 454 96,1 110,6 99,4 96,5 78,8 90,6
2006 79,2 86,5| 106,4 91,1 101,8| 108,8 46,0 96,6 110,0f 107,91 106,1 80,0 93,4
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 94,0 90,1 95,3 94,4 91,4 95,3 72,9 77,6 93,5 93,9 91,0 78,1 89,0
2006 94,4 90,2 99,2 90,5 92,1 93,2 71,6 78,9 93,3 99,6 90,2 82,3 89,6
Construction
2005 77,1 85,5 89,6 103,7| 100,6( 109,0 53,4 94,11 108,2| 1045 98,1 77,5 91,8
2006 81,9 86,6| 102,5 98,11 102,9| 107,7 52,8 94,9| 110,2| 110,7| 103,8 86,2 94,9
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 2 2 2
Total industry,excluding construction 2 2 2 2
Intermediate goods and energy 2 A 2 2
Capital goods 2 2 A7 >
Durable consumer goods 2 > N N
Non-durable consumer goods 2 2 2 N
Mining and quarrying 2 2 AA
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > 2 N
Textiles and textiles products N N > 2
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing 2 2 N >
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products 2 2 > >
Metal products, machinery and equipment 2 2 2 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N NN >
Non-metallic mineral products 2 2 2 >
Manufacture of basic metals N > 2 2
Furniture > > 2
Electricity AA A2 AA A7
Construction A7 27 A7 2
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FPS Economy, 5.M.E.5, Self-empioyved and Energy

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEAS]

Thursday April, S5nd 2007

Belgium - January 2007* : hours worked industry + 0,1%,
construction + 8,3%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,1% ; in construction it rose by
8,3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,4%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,4%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,7% for chemicals and +1,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 3,7%.

Next press release : 3/5/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English)

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have man r short-term : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, tumover, ...

*(%6 increase of the last three months, till January 2007 inclusive, compared fo the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjusiment and frend calculations considers every series as such, this is why sums of partial
resulis (hy region or product type) can differ from total resulls.

Info Statistics : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Hours worked
Gross indices
{2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
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Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
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between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

——
Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

AA > 2.5%
A 0.5% to 2.5%
< -0.5% to 0.5%
-2 5% to -0.5%
N < -2.5%

BE : Belgium
WL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

" Jan | Feb |March] April | May [ June | July | Aug [ Sept | Oct | Nov [ Dec [ Year
Total industry, excluding construction = . . 1
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings EE VL Wa BR
Total industry A A A 7
Total industry, excluding construction = A = A
Intarmediate goods and energy = = = AR
Capital goods A A A =
Durable consumer goods A A a AN
MNon-durable consumer goods = = A b
Mining and quarrying A = AA ]
Food products, beverages and tobacco A A A b |
Textiles and textiles products o b b7 b Y
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing = - Y| ]
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products A A > =
Metal products, machinery and equipment A A A B
Coke, refined petroleum praducts and nuclear fuel EYAY N ]
Mon-metallic mineral products > A - A
Manufacture of basic metals 3 A = A
Furniture - > b
Electricity AA AA AA AA
Construction AA AA AA A




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday May, 3nd 2007

Belgium - February 2007* : hours worked industry + 0,3%,
construction + 5,5%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,3% ; in construction it rose by
5,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status uO for Belgium as a whole (+0,0%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,1% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,3%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,1% for chemicals and +0,7% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 3,4%.

Next press release : 31/5/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till February 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept [ Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2006| 93,01 89,5 101,5| 84,7 91,4
2007 95,9] 88,9

Construction

2006 79,2| 86,5 106,4] 91,1 101,8
2007 87,7 95,5

Total industry, excluding construction

2006| 94,41 90,2 99,2 90,4 921
2007 94,11 89,7

Construction

2006 81,9 86,6 102,6] 98,1 1029
2007 85,7 95,6

93,5

108,8

93,2

107,7

67,2 79,3
46,01 96,6
71,6 78,9
52,8] 94,9
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 > 2 2
Total industry,excluding construction > > -> 2
Intermediate goods and energy > > > A7
Capital goods > > 2 N
Durable consumer goods 2 > N NN
Non-durable consumer goods > > > NN
Mining and quarrying 2 N AA

Food products, beverages and tobacco > > > NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > > > 2
Metal products, machinery and equipment 2 2 > >
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN 27 NN

Non-metallic mineral products -> 2 N A7
Manufacture of basic metals 2 > > 2
Furniture -> N N

Electricity AA A7 A7 A7
Construction A7 27 A7 2




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday May, 31nd 2007

Belgium - March 2007* : hours worked industry - 1,4%,
construction - 1,3%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1,4% ; in construction it fell by 1,3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,1% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number remained constant (+0,0%)**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,7% for chemicals and +0,2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 1,0%.

Next press release : 28/6/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till March 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2006 93,0 89,5 101,5 84,7 91,4
2007 95,8 88,9 99,1

Construction
2006 79,2 86,5| 106,4 91,11 101,8
2007 87,8 93,7] 109,7

Total industry, excluding construction
2006 94,4 90,2 99,2 90,4 92,1
2007 93,9 89,6 98,5

Construction
2006 81,9 86,6 102,5 98,01 102,7
2007 85,7 93,7| 108,4
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108,8
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 N 2 2
Total industry,excluding construction > > > 2
Intermediate goods and energy > > -> 27
Capital goods N N 2 N
Durable consumer goods N N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods -> N -> NN
Mining and quarrying > N >
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > -> NN
Textiles and textiles products N N NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N NN
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment > > -> N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN NN
Non-metallic mineral products N > N N
Manufacture of basic metals > > N >
Furniture > N NN
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 AA >




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday June, 28nd 2007

Belgium - April 2007* : hours worked industry - 0,9 %,
construction - 5,1%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,9% ; in construction it fell by 5,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,4%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,2%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,0% for chemicals and -0,7% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 1,3%.

Next press release : 2/8/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till April 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; thisis why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Jan | Feb |March| April [ May | June | July | Aug | Sept [ Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

2006] 930 895| 1015 84,7 914 935 672 793 927 982 924 762 883
2007] 958 89,0 992 865
Construction
2006] 792 865 1064 91,1 101,8| 108,8] 46,0] 966 110,0] 107,9] 1056 79,91 933
2007 87,8 93,71 1088] 935
Total industry, excluding construction
2006] 944 9021 9921 904 921 932 716 789 933 996] 901 8L7] 896
2007] 939 898 986] 908
Construction
2006 819 865 1025 980 102,7| 107,6/ 529| 949 110,2| 110,7| 1033 86,0 94,8
2007 857 938 1075 988
120
110 -
100 A
90 - o\ AL\
80 V
70
60 T T 1T T 17T 17T T 1T T T T T T TT I I T T T T 1T T T T T T T T
g & & ¢ & $
U W U Y U W U
D Q ™ Q D Q ™
Y Y Y
Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry -> N -> >
Total industry,excluding construction > N > >
Intermediate goods and energy N N N 2
Capital goods N N > >
Durable consumer goods NN NN NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods > N > NN
Mining and quarrying N N ->
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > N NN
Textiles and textiles products N N NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N NN
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment N > N >
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN N N
Non-metallic mineral products N > NN NN
Manufacture of basic metals N > N >
Furniture N N NN
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction N N > N




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday Augustus, 2nd 2007

Belgium - May 2007* : hours worked industry - 0,3%,
construction - 5,6%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,3% ; in construction it fell by 5,6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,4% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,2%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,6% for chemicals and -0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 2,0%.

Next press release : 6/9/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till May 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-adjusted
values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Trend :

Last three
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compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2006 93,0
2007 95,8
Construction
2006 79,2
2007 87,8

Total industry,

2006 94,4
2007 93,9
Construction
2006 81,9
2007 85,7

89,5
89,0
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90,2
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry -> N -> >
Total industry,excluding construction > > > 2
Intermediate goods and energy > > -> 27
Capital goods N N 2 >
Durable consumer goods N > NN N
Non-durable consumer goods > > -> NN
Mining and quarrying > N >

Food products, beverages and tobacco > > N NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing -> > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N 2 A7
Metal products, machinery and equipment > > > >
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN 2 N

Non-metallic mineral products N > N NN
Manufacture of basic metals -> 2 N N
Furniture > N NN

Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction N N N N




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday September, 6th 2007

Belgium - June 2007* : hours worked industry - 0,1%
construction - 3,4%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,1% ; in construction it fell by 3,4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,3%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,7% for chemicals and -0,3% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 2,1%.

Next press release : 4/10/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till June 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
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collar and white

collar)

Indices per
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Allowing for
differences in
length and
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between months

Trend cycle
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adjusted for
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fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,3 92,7 98,2 92,4 76,2 88,3
2007 95,8 89,0 99,5 86,9 88,7 93,0
Construction
2006 79,2 86,5 106,4 91,11 101,8| 108,8] 46,0 96,6/ 110,0| 107,9| 105,6 79,9 93,3
2007 87,8 93,7] 109,6 95,2 99,9] 109,1
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 94,4 90,2 99,2 90,4 92,1 93,2 71,6 78,9 93,3 99,6 90,1 81,7 89,6
2007 93,9 89,8 98,9 91,1 92,0 93,6
Construction
2006 81,9 86,5 102,6 98,01 102,7| 107,6 52,8 95,01 110,2| 110,6( 103,2 86,0 94,8
2007 85,7 93,8 108,3| 100,4| 102,5| 109,3
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > N > >
Total industry,excluding construction -> N -> >
Intermediate goods and energy > N N 2
Capital goods > > 2 >
Durable consumer goods N N NN >
Non-durable consumer goods > N > NN
Mining and quarrying -> N ->
Food products, beverages and tobacco N > N NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N NN
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment > > 2 >
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN N
Non-metallic mineral products N > N N
Manufacture of basic metals > > N >
Furniture -> N NN
Electricity AA A7 AA A7
Construction N N N N




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday October, 4nd 2007

Belgium - July 2007* : hours worked industry + 0,3%
construction - 1,9%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,3% ; in construction it fell by 1,9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quO for Belgium as a whole (+0,0%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,4% in Flanders ;
in Wallonia the number expanded by 0,4%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,0% for chemicals and -0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 1,4%.

Next press release : 25/10/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till July 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-adjusted
values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,3 92,7 98,2 92,4 76,2
2007 95,8 89,0 99,5 86,9 88,7 93,8 71,6
Construction
2006 79,2 86,5 106,4 91,11 101,8| 108,8] 46,0 96,6/ 110,0| 107,9| 105,6 79,9
2007 87,8 93,7] 109,6 95,2] 100,3| 108,8 52,1
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 94,4 90,2 99,2 90,5 92,1 93,2 71,6 78,9 93,3 99,6 90,1 81,7
2007 93,9 89,8 98,9 91,1 92,0 94,4 71,2
Construction
2006 81,8 86,5 102,6 98,01 102,7| 107,6 52,9 95,01 110,3| 110,5( 103,1 85,9
2007 85,6 93,8 108,3| 100,3| 102,9| 109,1| 52,4
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 > -> 2
Total industry,excluding construction > > > 2
Intermediate goods and energy > > -> 2
Capital goods 2 2 2 2
Durable consumer goods AA 2 2 N
Non-durable consumer goods > > -> N
Mining and quarrying N > >
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > -> NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing -> > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > 2 > A2
Metal products, machinery and equipment -> 2 2 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N A7 >
Non-metallic mineral products N > N N
Manufacture of basic metals 2 > N >
Furniture N > 2
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction N N N N
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PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday October, 25nd 2007

Belgium - August 2007* : hours worked industry + 0, 2%,
construction + 0,1%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,2% ; in construction it rose by
0,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
slight increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,2%). At the regional level, there’'s an decrease by 0,1% in
Flanders ; in Wallonia the number expanded by 1,0%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,3% for chemicals and +0,3% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 0,5%.

Next press release : 6/12/2007
*

* %

Credit: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till August 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,3 92,7 98,2 92,4 76,2 88,3
2007 95,8 89,0 99,5 86,9 88,7 94,0 71,9 80,2
Construction
2006 79,2 86,5 106,4 91,11 101,8| 108,8] 46,0 96,6/ 110,0| 107,9| 105,6 79,9 93,3
2007 87,8 93,7] 109,6 95,2] 100,3| 109,8 52,4 99,4
Total industry, excluding constructio
2006 94,4 90,2 99,2 90,5 92,1 93,2 71,7 78,9 93,3 99,6 90,1 81,7 89,6
2007 93,9 89,8 98,9 91,1 92,0 94,6 71,5 79,4
Construction
2006 81,8 86,5 102,6 98,01 102,7| 107,6 52,9 95,01 110,3| 110,5( 103,1 86,0 94,7
2007 85,6 93,8| 108,3| 100,3] 102,9| 110,1 52,7 98,4
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 > -> >
Total industry,excluding construction > > 2 2
Intermediate goods and energy > > -> 2
Capital goods 2 2 2 2
Durable consumer goods AA 2 2 N
Non-durable consumer goods 2 2 -> N
Mining and quarrying N A >
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > -> NN
Textiles and textiles products N > N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > 2 2 A7
Metal products, machinery and equipment -> A > >
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N A7 >
Non-metallic mineral products > > 2 2
Manufacture of basic metals N > 2 2
Furniture > > 2
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction N > > N




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday December, 6nd 2007

Belgium - September 2007* : hours worked industry + 0,5%,
construction + 0,8%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,5% ; in construction it rose by
0,8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,3%). At the regional level, there’s a status quo (+0,0%) in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,8%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,7% for chemicals and +0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked fell with 0,5%.

*

* %

Credit: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till September 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Jan | Feb |March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

2006 93,0 89,5 1015 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,3 92,7 98,2 92,4 76,2 88,3
2007 95,8 89,0 99,5 86,9 88,7 94,0 72,1 80,6 89,8
Construction
2006 79,2 86,5 106,4 91,11 101,8| 108,8] 46,0 96,6/ 110,0| 107,9| 105,6 79,9 93,3
2007 87,8 93,7] 109,6 95,2 100,3| 109,8 52,71 101,0] 103,4
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 94,4 90,2 99,2 90,5 92,1 93,2 71,7 78,9 93,3 99,5 90,1 81,7 89,6
2007 93,9 89,8 98,9 91,1 92,0 94,6 71,7 79,8 94,4
Construction
2006 81,8 86,5 1025 98,11 102,7| 107,6 53,0 95,01 110,3| 110,5( 103,1 86,0 94,8
2007 85,7 93,8 108,3| 100,4| 103,0| 110,21 53,0 99,9] 109,2
120
110
100
90
. \ Vo V
70 V V
60 T T T T T T T T T T T T 1 T T T T T [ [ \
< < LO L0 L0 Lo O (@) (@) (o) N~ N~ N~
) o o o o o o o o o o o o
o o o o o o o o o o o o o
AN AN AN AN AN AN AN N N AN AN N N
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
(@) (Q\V ™ (o] (@) (QV (99) (] (@) (QV ™ (o] (@)
i i i
Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > > 2 2
Total industry,excluding construction > -> 2 2
Intermediate goods and energy > > 2 2
Capital goods 2 2 2 >
Durable consumer goods 2 2 2 N
Non-durable consumer goods > > 2 N
Mining and quarrying -> A ->
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > 2 NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products 2 > 2 A7
Metal products, machinery and equipment > 2 2 N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N 22 2
Non-metallic mineral products > > -> A
Manufacture of basic metals N 2 2 2
Furniture > > 2
Electricity AA A2 AA A7
Construction N > > N




PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Tuesday February, 12nd 2008

Belgium - October 2007* : hours worked industry + 0 ,1%,
construction + 1,1%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,1% ; in construction it rose by
1,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
slight increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,1%). At the regional level, there’'s a status quo (+0,0%) in
Flanders ; in Wallonia the number expanded by 0,4%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,2% for chemicals and +0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 0,4%.

Next press release : 5/3/2008
*

* %

Credit: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till October 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March] April | May | June | July | Aug [ Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 93,0 89,5 101,5 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,3 92,7 98,2 92,4 76,2 88,3
2007 95,8 89,0 99,5 86,9 88,7 94,0 72,1 80,6 89,7] 101,2
Construction
2006 79,2 86,5 106,4 91,11 101,8 108,8 46,0 96,6/ 110,0| 107,9] 105,6 79,9 93,3
2007 87,8 93,7] 109,6 95,2 100,3| 109,8 52,71 101,5( 105,0] 117,1
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 94,4 90,2 99,2 90,5 92,1 93,2 71,7 78,9 93,3 99,5 90,1 81,7 89,6
2007 93,9 89,8 98,9 91,1 92,1 94,6 71,7 79,8 94,3 98,2
Construction
2006 81,8 86,5 102,6 98,1 102,7| 107,6 53,0 95,0/ 110,3| 110,6| 103,1 86,1 94,8
2007 85,7 93,8 108,3| 100,4| 103,0( 110,21 53,1 100,5( 110,8| 113,7
120
110
100 A /
90 -
80
\ \/ V
60 T T T T T T T T T T T T T 11 T T T T 1T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 1
< [} Lo Lo [} O (@) O O N~ N~ N~ N~
o o o o o o o o o o o o o
o o o o o o o o o o o o o
AN AN N N AN AN N N AN AN N N AN
=~ ~~ ~~ ~~ =~ ~~ ~~ ~~ =~ ~~ ~~ ~~ S~~~
o —i < N~ o —i < N~ (@) —i < N~ (@)
—i —i —i —i
Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry -> -> 2 2
Total industry,excluding construction > > > 2
Intermediate goods and energy > -> -> 2
Capital goods > N 2 2
Durable consumer goods N N 2 NN
Non-durable consumer goods > -> -> N
Mining and quarrying 2 2 >
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > -> NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N N
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N NN
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > N 2 2
Metal products, machinery and equipment > -> 2 >
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N 2 2
Non-metallic mineral products > > N >
Manufacture of basic metals N > > 2
Furniture > N 2
Electricity A7 A7 AA AA
Construction > 2 2 >



PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Wednesday February, 27nd 2008

Belgium - November 2007* : hours worked industry + 0,1%,
construction + 0,8%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,1% ; in construction it rose by
0,8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,2%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,2%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,4% for chemicals and +0,0% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 0,7%.

Next press release : 15/4/2008
*

* %

Credit: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till November 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March] April | May | June | July | Aug [ Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 93,0 89,5 101,5 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,3 92,7 98,2 92,4 76,2 88,3
2007 95,8 89,0 99,5 86,9 88,7 94,0 72,1 80,6 89,7] 101,3 91,0
Construction
2006 79,2 86,5 106,4 91,11 101,8 108,8 46,0 96,6/ 110,0| 107,9] 105,6 79,9 93,3
2007 87,8 93,7] 109,6 95,2 100,3| 109,8 52,71 101,5( 105,1| 117,1| 101,8
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 94,4 90,2 99,2 90,5 92,1 93,2 71,7 78,9 93,3 99,6 90,1 81,7 89,6
2007 93,9 89,8 98,9 91,1 92,0 94,6 71,8 79,8 94,3 98,2 92,0
Construction
2006 81,8 86,6] 102,5 98,2 102,6| 107,7 53,1 95,0/ 110,2| 110,6| 103,2 86,1 94,8
2007 85,7 93,8 108,3| 100,4| 103,0( 110,21 53,1 100,5( 110,9| 113,7( 1024
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry -> -> 2 2
Total industry,excluding construction > N > 2
Intermediate goods and energy -> N -> 2
Capital goods > N 2 2
Durable consumer goods NN N > NN
Non-durable consumer goods > -> -> N
Mining and quarrying 2 2 >
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > -> NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N >
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > N 2 2
Metal products, machinery and equipment > -> 2 >
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N NN 2
Non-metallic mineral products > > N >
Manufacture of basic metals > > > >
Furniture N N 2
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 -> 2 2



PZ economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Wednesday April, 9nd 2008

Belgium - December 2007* : hours worked industry + 0,4%,
construction + 3,4%

The deseasonalized index of the hours worked in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last
three months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,4% ; in construction it rose by
3,4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,4%). At the regional level, there’s an decrease by 0,5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,1%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,3% for chemicals and -0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of hours worked rose with 1,8%.

*

* %

Credit: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* (% increase of the last three months, till December 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Hours worked

Hours worked
Gross indices
(2000=100)
Hours worked by
employees (blue
collar and white
collar)

Indices per
working day

Allowing for
differences in
length and
composition
between months

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

A7 >2.5%
72 0.5% to 2.5%
- -0.5% to 0.5%
N -2.5% to -0.5%
NN <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March] April | May | June | July | Aug [ Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 93,0 89,5 101,5 84,7 91,4 93,5 67,2 79,3 92,7 98,2 92,4 76,2 88,3
2007 95,8 89,0 99,5 86,9 88,7 94,0 72,1 80,6 89,7] 101,2 91,0 74,3 88,6
Construction
2006 79,2 86,5 106,4 91,11 101,8( 108,8 46,0 96,6/ 110,0| 107,9] 105,6 79,9 93,3
2007 87,8 93,7] 109,6 95,2 100,3| 109,8 52,71 101,5( 105,1| 117,5| 103,9 75,8 96,1
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 94,4 90,2 99,2 90,5 92,2 93,2 71,6 78,9 93,3 99,6 90,2 81,7 89,6
2007 94,0 89,8 98,9 91,1 92,0 94,6 71,8 79,9 94,3 98,2 92,0 81,5 89,8
Construction
2006 81,9 86,6] 102,5 98,2 102,7| 107,7 53,0 94,9 110,2| 110,6| 103,3 86,1 94,8
2007 85,8 93,8 108,3| 100,5| 102,9( 110,0 53,2 100,5( 110,9| 114,2( 104,44 83,4 97,3
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry -> > 2 2
Total industry,excluding construction -> N > 2
Intermediate goods and energy -> N -> 2
Capital goods > A A 2
Durable consumer goods NN N N NN
Non-durable consumer goods > > N N
Mining and quarrying > -> ->
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > N NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N 2
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing > > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > N > 2
Metal products, machinery and equipment > > 2 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N > 2
Non-metallic mineral products > > N A7
Manufacture of basic metals N > N N
Furniture N N N
Electricity AA AA A7 A7
Construction 2 2 2 >



