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Belgium - Aagast 2000 : employees industry + 0.5%
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Gradually higher

INE

In September 2000, compared to september of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 0,5%; in construction it rose by 1,1%. The trend of the last
theree months, when compared with the previous three months, shows a status quo for Belgium as a whole
(0,2%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,2% in Flanders ; in Wallonia the number expanded by
1,2%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows+ 0,7% for chemicals, +0,7% for metal products,
machinery and equipment and +0,3% for construction.

The number of employees in industry and construction keeps on rising gradually, somewhat more in
Wallonia than in Flanders. This confirms the positive picture of the labour market which is also shown by
other indicators: the fall of unemployment and the relatively high producer confidence.

Mare business trends information !

= Also take a look, for an overview of Belgian and European business trends, at the quadrilingual short-term
indicaors portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of the figure can be obtained from the contact person found below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
processed further (f.i. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

=» Besides the indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Beyaert : tel. 02/548.65.16
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.65.71
http://statbel.fgov.be hilde.scholliers @statbel. mineco.feov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - October 2000 : employees industry + 0,7%
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Trend continuously and broadly upward in all regions and most sectors

In October 2000, compared to October of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 0,7%; in construction it rose by 1,6%. The trend of the last three
months, when compared with the previous three manths, shows an increase for Belgium as a whale (0,3%).
At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,4% in Flanders ; in Wallonia the number expanded by 0,6%. A
split down to the level of important sectors shows 0,7% for chemicals, 1,0% for metal products, machinery
and equipment, in the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,45%.

The number of employees in industry and construction has shown a noticeable increase especially in the
past yvear. The rise, moreover, appears to be broad: in Flanders as well as in Wallonia and in almost all
sectors. Some important sectors, however, fall against the general trend : textiles and clothes (probably due
to further delocalisation and some bankruptcies), paper, publishing and printing, non-metallic mineral
products.

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internat (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below,

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a ance-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of hours worked, we also have many other short-term data production, new orders
wages and salaries, employees, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Beyaert ; tel. 02/548.65.16
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.65.71
http://statbel.fgov.be hilde.scholliers @statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATIORN
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Belgium - November 2000 : employees industry + 0.8%

Trend continuously and broadly upward in all regions and most sectors

In November 2000, compared to November of the previous year, the number of employees in industry

excluding construction in Belgium increased by 0.8%; in construction it rose by 2.1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (0.3%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0.4% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0.7%. A split down fo the level of important sectors shows 0.7% for
chemicals and 0.9% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of

employees rose with 0.4%.

The number of employees in industry and construction has shown a noticeable increase especially since the
beginning of the year 2000. The rise, moreover, appears to be general; in Flanders as well as in Wallonia
and in almost all sectors. Some important sectors, however, fall against the general trend: textiles and

clothes (probably due to further delocalisation and some bankruptcies) and non-metallic mineral products.

Mare business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (alsc in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

=» It is also possible to receive data on _hr:urs worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly {subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data - production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Beyaert : tel. 02/548.65.16
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.65.71
http://statbel.fgov.be hilde.scholliers@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium - Year 2000 : employees industry + 0.3%, construction + 1.9%

Trend continuously and broadly upward

In December 2000, compared to Dezember of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 0,4%; in construction it rose by 1,8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,3%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,3% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,8%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0.5% for
chemicals and +1,2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees rose with 0,6%.

The number of employees in industry and construction has shown a noticeable increase especially since the
beginning of the year 2000; for the year as a whole the gross index has risen by 0.6%. This increase is fairly
general across regions and sectors. Flanders (+ 0.8%) and Wallonia (+ 0.5%) show about the same growth
rate; the decrease for Brussels has but a small overall impact and is probably due to further
disindustrialization. At the level of main industrial groupings the increase is about the same everywhere:
intermediate goods (+ 1.6%), non-durable consumer goods (+ 1.5%). capital goods (+ 1.3%) and durable
consumer goods (+ 0.8%). Construction has increased by 1.9%.

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) -

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked,

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Beyaert : tel. 02/548.65.16
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.65.71
http://statbel.feov.be hilde.scholliers@@statbel. mineco.feov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — January 2001 : employees industry + 0.8%, construction + 0.9%

Upward trend seems to be slowing down slightly

In January 2001, compared to Januar of the previcus year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 0.8%; in construction it rose by 0.9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0.1%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0.3% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0.2%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0.4% for
chemicals and +0.7% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.1%.

The marked increase of the number of employees in the year 2000 seems to slow down somewhat in these
latest figures; an increase of industry and a decrease of construction both by 0.1%, can hardly be called a
clear trend. At the level of sectors too, no large decreases in important sectors can be seen and most rises
are minimal, with two exceptions: food products (+ 1.9%:) and non-metallic mineral products (+ 1.6%).

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subseription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.19
http://statbel.fgov.be christophe.arickx @statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — February 2001 : employees industry + 0.8%,
construction + 1.7%

Upward trend seems to be slowing down slightly

In February 2001, compared to February of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 0.8%; in construction it rose by 1.7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0.1%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0.3% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number of employees shrunk by 0.6%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows
—0.4% for chemicals and +0.4% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In construction, the number
of employees rose by 0.1%.

After the marked increase of the number of employees in the year 2000, the growth rate seems to slow down
somewhat in the beginning of 2001 ; an increase of industry by 0.1% can hardly be called a clear trend.
Compared to the situation one month ago, many more sectors at present show a decrease; Although falls
are ususally unspectacular (varying, according to the sector, from — 0.2% to —0.9%), they still might indicate
a decline of confidence and an imminent economic slowdown.

Mor ingss trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — March 2001 : employees industry + 0.7%,
construction + 1.1%

Upward trend seems to be slowing down slightly

After the marked increase of the number of employees in 2000, the growth rate seems to slow down
somewhat in the beginning of 2001 ; an increase of industry by 0.2% can hardly be called a clear trend.
Compared to the situation of some months ago, there are very few sectors where the number of employees
is still rising, and none of these increases is either marked or important.

In March 2001, compared to March of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 0,7%,; in construction it rose by 1,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0,0%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number of employees shows a status quo (+ 0.0%). A split down to the level of important
sectors shows -0,1% for chemicals and +0,4% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the
construction, the number of employees rose with 0,3%.

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — April 2001 : employees in industry + 0.5%,
in construction + 1.1%

Trend is no longer upward

In April 2001, compared to April of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 0.5%; in construction it rose by 1.1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0.0%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0.2% in Flanders : in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —-0.4% for
chemicals and +0.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees rose with 0.7%.

After a marked increase in the number of employees in 2000, the upward trend has come to an end during
the last few months, No economic sector shows an apparent growth any longer; paper, publishing and
printing (-2.1%). and food products (-1.6%) are clearly decreasing.

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or manthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data - production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

8. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — May 2001: employees in industry +0.2%,
in construction +0.9%

Still no decrease

In May 2001, compared to May of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 0,2%; in construction it rose by 0,8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0,1%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0,2% in Flanders ;
in Wallonia the number remained steady (+0,0%). A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,1%
for chemicals and +0,2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 2,7%.

In spite of the decrease of production and new orders, the number of employees seems to remain stable at
the moment; after the easing of the growth at the end of last year, indices remain more or less the same
month after month. The overview of sectors and regions shows the same situation; without any apparent
upward or downward movement.

MNext press release : 05/09/01

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — June 2001: employees in
industry +0.2%, in construction —1.2%

Trend stable for the last months

In June 2001, compared to June of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium increased by 0,2%; in construction it fell by 1,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0,1%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0,1% in Flanders ;
in Wallonia the number expanded by 0,3%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,1% for
chemicals and +0,1% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees rose with 0,2%.

In spite of the slowdown of economic growth, the number of employees seems to remain more or less stable
at the moment; after the dip of the growth curve at the end of last year, indices stay more or less the same
month after month. All the important sectors show the same status quo situation, without any apparent
upward or downward movement.

Mext press release : 03/10/01

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Quotation of sources is obligatory.

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subseription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, .,

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — July 2001: employees in industry -0.3%,
in construction +1.3%

Economy slows down, number of employees stable for the time being

In July 2001, compared to July of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by -0,3%; in construction it rose by 1,3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by -0,3% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.2% for
chemicals and -0,2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees rose with 0,3%.

The econcmic slowdown, which appears in other indicators, has not yet resulted in a significant fall of the
number of employees; all differences are minimal. After last year's general increase, we now see, since the
beginning of this year, a status quo; especially the last months offer a hesitating picture: sometimes a slight
decrease, sometimes an equally slight increase.

Next press release : 07/11/01

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Quotation of sources is obligatory.

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (alsa in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below,

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a ance-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel, 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING SETATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — Augustus 2001: employees in
industry 0.0%, in construction +0.2%

In August 2001, compared to August of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium remained stable (0,0%); in construction it rose by 0,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (0,0%). At the regional level, there's an an increase by 0,1% in Flanders ;
in Wallonia the number expanded by 0,4%. A split down to the level of impartant sectors shows -0,4% for
chemicals and +0,1% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees rose with 0,1%,

Mext press release : 05/12/01

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is alsc possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly {subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data ; production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — September 2001: employees in
industry -0.2%, in construction +0.6%

In September 2001, compared to September of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 0,2%; in construction it rose by 0,6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (+0,0%). At the regional level, there's an an increase by 0,1% in Flanders
; in Wallonia the number expanded by 0,6%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,8% for
chemicals and +0,8% for metal products, machinery and eguipment. In the construction, the number of
employees rose with 0,2%.

Mext press release : 09/01/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More businass trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bef/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PAROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — Oktober 2001: employees in
industry -1.3%, in construction +0.6%

Trend stable or slightly downward

In October 2001, compared to October of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 1,3%; in construction it rose by 0,6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three manths, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,3%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0,6% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,6%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,4% for
chemicals and -1,7% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees rose with 0,1%.

The effects of the economic dewnturn are becoming apparent in the number of employees in industry. The
year-to-year comparison shows a marked decrease, as does the long-term trend, although less clearly. The

sharpest decrease occurs in the sector of metal products, machinery and equipment, while the only
significantly growing sector is furniture (+ 4.2%;).

Mext press release ; 06/02/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Maore business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English} :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTIGCAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — November 2001: employees in
industry —2.1%, in construction +0.2%

Trend keeps on declining

In Movember 2001, compared to November of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 2.1%; in construction it rose by 0.2%.

The trend of the |ast three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.4%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 1.1% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.8%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.2% for
chemicals and —1.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
gmployeeas rose with 0.1%.

The deceleration of economic growth is more and more affecting employment. The rather strong decline in
the year-to-year comparison can partly be explained by the fact that in the reference month, November 2000,
employment reached its peak. However, the long-term trend also shows a clear but more moderate decline.

The same slight decline can be seen in a large part of industry. The only large sector that shows positive
figures (+0.3%) is food products.

MNext press release : 06/03/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly {subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PAROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — December 2001: employees in
industry —2.5%, in construction -0.2%

Still no turnabout in sight

In December 2001, compared to December of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 2.5%; in construction it fell by 0.2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.8%). At the regional level, there’s an a decrease by 0.8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.6%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.2% for
chemicals and —0.8% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.1%.

Employment is not yet to improve. Indices of new orders and production of December 2001even indicated a
further deterioration of the economic situation. As employment is slower affected by turnabouis in the
economic situation most recent employment figures are not surprising. In many sectors the trend is slightly
downward: textile and clothing (-1.3%), paper and paperboard, publishing and printing (-1.3%) and fabricated
metal products. However, in a number of larger sectors such as chemical industry and construction (higher
figures) the decrease is marginal or there is a moderate increase as for the sector of food, beverage and
tobacco (+0.2%). Especially the positive figures of chemical industry offer some hope because this sector is
easily affected by the economic situation and is in general the first that could indicate a positive turn.

Mext press release : 03/04/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) ;

http:/statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — January 2002: employees in
industry —=2.7%, in construction +0.9%

Trend still downwards in industrial sectors, stabilisation in construction

In January 2002, compared to January of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 2.7%; in construction it rose by 0.9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.9%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0.7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.2% for
chemicals and —1.4% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employeas rose with 0.2%.

Next press release : 30/04/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More businass trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= lt is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectars, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be nadine.lindebrings @statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PAOCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — February 2002: employees in
industry —3.1%, in construction +0.0%

In February 2002, compared io February of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 3.1%; in construction it stayed stable (+ 0.0%,.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.0%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0.,7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1.6%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —-0.9% for
chemicals and —1.8% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.1%.

Mext press release : 05/06/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More businass trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be christophe.arickx @statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING DISSEEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — March 2002: employees in industry —3.1%,
in construction -1.0%

In March 2002, compared to March of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 3.1%;: in construction it fell by 1.0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.0%). At the regional level, there’s an a decrease by 0.6% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 2.2%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.7% for

chemicals and —2.0% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.3%.

Mext press release ; 03/07/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Maore business trends information |

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

— It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://stathel.fgov.be christophe.arickx @statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PAOCESSING, DISSEMENATING S5TATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — April 2002: employees in industry —=3.1%, in
construction -0.7%

In April 2002, compared to April of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 3.1%; in construction it fell by 0.7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.0%). At the regional level, there’s an a decrease by 0.7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1.0%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.9% for
chemicals and —1.7% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.3%.

Mext press release : 31/07/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be christophe.arickx @statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING S5TATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — May 2002: employees in industry - 3.3%, in
construction - 1.4%

Employment in industry still going down

-

n May 2002 compared to May of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 3.3%; in construction it fell by 1.4%,

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.0%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0.8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.5%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.9% for
chemicals and -1.1% for metal products, machinery and eguipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.4%.

.}i
§

%) s £vcles usually show up in employment figures with a delay of several months, seo it's not surprising
that the economic upturn which is already visible in the new orders and production indices, doesn't appear
[ wmber of employees. The fall of employment remains considerable, but no longer seems to

Mext press release @ 04/09/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Mare businzss trends information |

1 obtai an “:-ﬁmﬁ-n of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
1t of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) .

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

— It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into subsectars, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

] i -:a::—.rez hours u"."')l'k-;d

S. B.: Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be christophe.arickx(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — June 2002: employees in industry - 4.0%, in
construction — 2.2%

Employment in industry still downwards

In June 2002, compared to June of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 4.0%; in construction it fell by 2.2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.0%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0.8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.6%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows 0.7% for
chemicals and 0.6% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.1%.

For a considerable time the trend has shown a moderate but continuous decrease. Since the beginning of
the year the number of employees in business and construction has declined with 1.5%. As for the index of
hours worked most positive results are taken down for the sector of food, beverage and tebacco (+0 2%) and
construction.

Mext press release : 02/10/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

—. To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

— It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hoovberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators ; tel. 02/548.66.40
http://statbel.fgov.be christophe.arickx@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — July 2002: employees in industry - 4.2%, in
construction - 1.1%

In July 2002, compared to July of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 4,2%; in construction it fell by 1,1%.

The trend cf the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,9%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0,8% in Flanders ; in
\Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,5%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,9% for
chemicals and -0.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0,3%.

Mext press release : 06/11/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More businass trends information |

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnaover, ...

5. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
hitp://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson{@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFOCRMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — August 2002: employees in industry - 3.8%,
in construction — 1.3%

In August 2002, compared to August of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by —3.8%; in construction it fell by 1.3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.9%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0.8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.7%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.0% for
chemicals and —0.2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.3%.

Mext press release : 04/12/02

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are proken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

=» Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — September 2002: employees in industry — 3.4%,
in construction - 1.3%

Employment in industry and constructions apparently stable

In September 2002, compared to September of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 3.4%; in construction it fell by 1.3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.8%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0.8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.7%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.0% for
chemicals and —0.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.4%.

Although the year-to-year comparison still shows very negative figures, the most recent data do not indicate

a further decrease of the number of employees. Since two months, gross indexes are stable or even slightly
increasing: by 0,5 % since July, for industry and construction together.

Mext press release : 08/01/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet {also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSI|ING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Statistics Belgium Press Release

Belgium — October 2002: employees in industry — 3.4%,
in construction- 1.3%

Employment in industry and constructions still slightly decreasing

In October 2002, compared to October of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 3.3%; in construction it fell by 2.0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.6%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0.8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by —0.2%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.9% for
chemicals and —0.3% for metal products, machinery and eguipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with =0.6%.

MNext press release : 05/02/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgiurm on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators

— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — November 2002: employees in industry — 3.1%,
in construction — 2.3%

In November 2002, compared to November of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 3,1%; in construction it fell by 2,3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,4%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0,6% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number stayed stable (+ 0,0%). A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,7% for
chemicals and -0,3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0,7%.

Mext press release ; 05/03/03

* *

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fzov.be annie.trenson(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — December 2002: employees in industry — 3.1%,
in construction — 2.2%

In December 2002, compared to December of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 3.1%,; in construction it fell by 2.2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.3%). At the regional level, there’s an a decrease by 0.5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.2%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.5% for
chemicals and -0.6% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.7%.

Mext press release : 02/04/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — January 2003: employees in industry — 3.1%,
in construction — 2.8%

In January 2003, compared to January of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 3,1%; in construction it fell by 2,8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,6%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0,8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,4%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,8% for
chemicals and -1.4% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0,8%.

MNext press release : 29/04/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and Eurcpean business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-cnly or monthly (subscription) basis,

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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NIS Persbericht

Belgium — February 2003: employees in industry + 3.2%,
in construction — 3.0% e

In February 2003, compared to February of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 3.2%; in construction it fell by 3.0%.

The trend of the |ast three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole {-1.1%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 0.6% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.7%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1.2% for

chemicals and —2.5% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.8%.

MNext press release : 04/06/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted). on a once-only or monthly {subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson{@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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NIS Persbericht

Belgium — March 2003: employees in industry - 3.4%,
in construction - 2.1%

In March 2003, compared to March of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 3,4%; in construction it fell by 2,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole {-1,2%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 1,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.8%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,0% for
chemicals and -1,1% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0,6%.

Mext press release : 02/07/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and Eurcpeaan busingass trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet {also in English) ;

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below,

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trensoni@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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NIS Persbericht

Belgium — April 2003: employees in industry - 0.2%,
in construction — 0.4%

In April 2003, compared to the previous month, the number of employees in industry excluding construction
in Belgium fell by 0.2%; in construction it fell by 0.4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole {-1.2%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 1.2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.8%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.1% for
chemicals and —1.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.7%.

Next press release : 06/08/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and Eurcpean business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

S. B. : Leuvenseweg 44 Statistician responsible: Koen Hooyberghs : tel. 02/548.62.49
B-1000 Brussel Contact - Short Term Indicators : tel. 02/548.64.82
http://statbel.fgov.be annie.trenson{@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — May 2003: employees in industry - 0.2%,
in construction — 0.3%

In April 2003, compared to May of the month, the number of employees in industry excluding construction
in Belgium fell by 0.2%; in construction it fell by 0.3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.4%). At the regional level, there's an a decrease by 1.7% in Flanders | in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.6%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.0% for

chemicals and —1.5% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.7%.

Next press release : 03/09/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Mare business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

—. All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a ence-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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NIS Persbericht

Belgium — June 2003: employees in industry - 0.9%,
in construction + 4.6%

In June 2003, compared to the previous manth, the seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 0,8%; in construction it rose by 4,6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,3%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 1,6% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,8%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.4% for
chemicals and -1,2% for metal products, machinery and eguipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0,6%.

MNext press release : 01/10/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the contact person mentioned below,

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we alsc have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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NIS Persbericht

Belgium - July 2003 : employees in industry - 0,6%,
in construction - 0,7%

In July 2003, compared to the previous month, the seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by 0,6%; in construction it fell by 0,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,9%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 1.4% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,8%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,0% for
chemicals and -1.2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 1,0%.

Mext press release : 05/11/03

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and Eurcpean business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

— All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

— |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly {subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFOQRMATION
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NIS Persbericht

Belgium - August 2003 : employees in industry + 0,0%,
in construction - 0,1%

Trend keeps on falling.

In August 2003, compared to the previous month, the seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium stayed stable (+0,0%); in construction it fell by 0,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,8%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 1,2% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.7%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,0% for
chemicals and -1,2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0,7%,

Next press release : 03/12/2003

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and Eurcpean business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet {(also in English) ;

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit,

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — September 2003 : employees in industry - 0,4%,
in construction - 0,5%

In September 2003, compared to the previous month, the seasonally adjusted number of employees in
industry excluding construction in Belgium fell by 0,4%: in construction it fell by 0,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,1%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 1,0% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,0%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,2% for
chemicals and -1,4% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 1,0%.

MNext press release : 15/01/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Mare business trends information !

= To obt;in an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:listathel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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NIS Persbericht

Belgium — October 2003* : employees in industry - 1,1%,
in construction - 0,6%

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium fell by 1,1%:; in
construction it fell by 0,6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,1%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0,8% in Flanders - in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,0%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0.4% for
chemicals and -1,4% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction. the number of
employees fell with 0,7%.

Next press release : 05/02/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends. please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel. fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectars, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or month ly (subscription) basis,

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ..

*(% increase of the last three months, till October 2003 inclusive, compared fo the preceding
trimester, seasonally-adjusted values)

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION



Employees

Gross indices
{2000=100)
Murmber of
employees subject
to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal varation

Jan | Feb [March| April [ May | June [ July | Aug [ Sept [ Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

Trend cycle

Total industry,
adjustad for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices |

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three

months

Gross indices

o > 1.5%
~  0.2% tot 1.5%

== -02% tot 0.2%
*=1.5% tot -0.2%
- < -1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

2002 97.4] 71| 969 968 965 962 o61| 61| 63| 963 960 o52] 6.4
2003 _93.? 93,5 929 927 930] 927] 921] 923 820] 921 B R Tyl
Censtruction : i et R T S S R A e
__2002) ©94] ©94] 992| 998 99.8] 1001) 998/ 100.7| 101.1] 1008/ 1002| 99.2| 100,0
B ) I L ) R B LT R A 1
Total ]'rldustrj_r.a:cluding_caﬁktrh_c-tin ' : _ '__' ____ e ]
__2002) 97.9] 675 97.2) 969 966] 963| 960] 958| 958| 956| 854 949] 96,3
2003 S4.2) 939] 932] 5301 931 927 821 81,89 915 815
Construction i N RO DN ST B M T e
| 2002 1008} 100,8) 10031 1005] 100.3] 100.1] ©99] 997 985 99.2| 989 987 99,9
L_dMN3] 984) SG1) 58N STR] 7S 970 STl AL 6RO T
102 e
101 - /2 LR
- —
180 W—c:w‘:
R e \ 3
i o
98 -
97 i
96
95
1
94 +
93 "
92 I||'|| TTI TT T TTTrTTTrorrTT TTTTT TTTTT T T 1 T TTHITT
1998 1999 2000 001 2002 2003
Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL Wa BR
Total industry = - = =
Total industry, excluding construction - i . e
Intermediate goods = . . T
Capital goods = - Bl et
Durable consumer goods ™ e T e o
Mon-durable consumer goods ot b i iy
Mining and gquarrying B B e
Food products, beverages and tobacco = b i e
Taxtiles and textiles products ] b e e
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing b b - =
Cheamicales and chemical, rubber and plastic products ~x i = SRE
Metal products, machinery and equipment - b b b
Coke, refined petroleumn products and nuclear fuel i o Ll
Men-metallic mineral products - b b G
Manufacture of basic metals = b = L2
Furniture - - o
Elmllclt}' S w b e " tw "
Construction ~ b o i




FOD Economie. KMO, Middenstand en Energie

STATISTIEK EN ECONOMISCHE INFORMATIE

L O

NIS Persbhericht

Belgium — November 2003* : employees in industry - 1,3%,
in construction - 0,9%

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared to the preceding trimester, fell by 1,3%; in construction it fell by 0,8%

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,3%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0,8% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,4% for

chemicals and -1,2% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0,8%.

MNext press release : 04/03/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shor-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= |tis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted). on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees, we alsc have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*%a increase of the last three monihs, 1ill November 2003 inclusive, compared to the preceding
trimester, seasonally-adjusted values)

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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Belgium — December 2003* : employees in industry — 1.3%,
in construction — 0.9%

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1.3%; in construction it fell by 0.9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.2%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0.9% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.5% A split down to the level of important sectors shows =0.3% for

chemicals and —1.1% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.8%,

Mext press release : 01/04/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodoliogical explanations of figures can be cbtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only ar monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

(% increase of the last three monihs, till December 2003 inclusive, compared to the preceding
trimester, seasonally-adiusted values)

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION



Emplovees

| Gross indices |

{2000=100)
Murmber of
| employees subject
| to social security

Seasconally
adjusted indices

Aftar alimination of
| seasonal varation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indicas

—————
Trend :

LEERERE LR LR

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

- >1.5%
& 0.2% tot 1.5%
== 0.2% tot 0.2%
*w-1.5% tot -0.2%
~ <-15%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallania
BR : Bruszels

Jan | Feb [March] April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept |

Oct | Mov | Dec | Year

Total industry, excluding construction

2002] 974 97| 965 968
2003 @37 935 e2B| 27
Cunst-_r_ﬂ'cti:g:r'l_ )
2002 99.4] o04] 02| 998
2003 966] 963 o733 973
Total industry, excluding constructio
2002| o7.9| 97,5 73] 970
2003] 94,3 940] 936 933
e
~ 2002] 100,3] 1o0.8[ 100.3| 1005
2003] 984| 981| soB1| 977

=]

96,5
93.0

89,8
874
86,7

53,0

100.3
g7.5

96,2
927

00,1
97.5
95,4

925

1001
7.2

96.1

82,2

1000
96,9

S5 1
523

1007
a7 4
95,8

918

99,7
9.6

96,3
91,9

101.1
ar.5

96,3
91,8

1008
et

9.0
916

83,2
911

9_9,2
%5

84,7

- 80.3|

| &7

| S

96,4
824

100,0
97.1

95,3
824
99,9
97.0

91 TTTTTRTTIT TOIOTT T T T TT T TTIRTTT T TTET
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL Wa BR
Total industry - - \ R
Total industry excluding construction e = - e
Intermediate goods Y . Il B
Capital goods b - e A
Durable consumer goods Y Y wta e
Man-durable consumer goods Y - - . a
Mining and quarrying - - .
Food products, beverages and tobacco . - ) e
Textiles and textiles products T - = e
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing . . - e
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products - a el e
Metal praducts, machinery and eguipment - e B -~
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel e - L
MNan-metallic mineral products b ~ b -
Manufacture of basic metals - w - -
Fumiture - ~ A
Electricity e e e -
Construction b e bk e




FOD Economie. KMO. Middenstand en Energie
STATISTIEK EN ECONOMISCHE INFORMATIE

NIS Persbericht

Belgium - January 2005 : employees in industry - 1,1%,
in construction - 0,7%

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1,1%; in construction it fell by 0,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole {-1,1%]). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 1,0% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0 7% A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,3% for

chemicals and -1,5% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employeeas fell with 0,8%.

Mext press release : 06/05/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit,

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, 1ill January 2009 inclusive, compared to the preceding
trimester, seasonally-adjusted values)

COLLECTING, PROCESESING, DISSEMEMNATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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NIS Persbericht

Belgium — February 2004 : employees in,industry — 1.1%,
in construction - 0.,5%,
. 07

-

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1.1%; in construction it fell by 0.5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous thres months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.1%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 1.1% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0.9%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows =0.2% for

chemicals and —1.4% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.6%.

Mext press release : 03/06/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet {also in English) -

http:iistathel fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It Is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a ence-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees. we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ..

(% increase of the last three months, till February 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding
trimester, seasonally-adiusicd values)

COLLECTING, PROCESSING, DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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FOD Economie, KMO. Middenstand en Energie
STATISTIEK EN ECONOMISCHE INFORMATIE

NIS Persbericht

Belgium — March 2004* : employees in industry — 0.8%,
in construction — 0.8%

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0.8%,; in construction it fell by 0.8%.

The trend of the last three manths in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whale (-0.8%). At the regicnal level, there's a decrease by 1.1% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1.1%. A split down to the level of important sectors shows —0.9% for

chemicals and —1.3% for metal products, machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of
employees fell with 0.8%

MNext press release : 01/07/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium an the internet {(also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till March 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding
irimesier, seasonally-adjusted values)

COLLEGCTING, PROCESSING DISSEMENATING STATISTICAL INFORMATION
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SB Suatistics Belgium

reoreaeoversesoinst  Press Release

[CONOMIE. BT

D ENSTAND & ENEROGH Short Term Indicators
Thursday July, 151 2004
Belgium — April 2004* : employees in
S industry — 0.9%, in construction — 0.8%

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0.9%; in construction it fell by 0.8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0.8%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 1.0% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1.2%™.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.2% for chemicals and -1.2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1.0%.

MNext press release : 05/08/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till April 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding
trimester. seasonally-adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from folal resulls.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82: christophe.arickx(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : (02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66: infof@statbel. mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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SB Statistics Belgium

FEDER AL E oW BREE IS DIENS PFESS R{ﬂease
BT N .
SHDDENSTARD & FNERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday August, 5st 2004

e Belgium — May 2004* : employees in
iy e AR industry - 1.1%, in construction — 1.0%

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1.1%; in construction it fell by 1.0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.0%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0.7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1.1%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows —1.3% for chemicals and —1.1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1.2%.

MNext press release : 02/09/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

M in trends information |

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istathel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(%% increase of the last three months, till May 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product fype) can differ from fotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; christophe.arickx(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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SB Statistics Belgium

senpias fovenibistisst  Press Release
EOCNOAIE. B MO,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday September, 2st 2004
Belgium - June 2004* : employees in
ool SRt industry - 0.9%, in construction - 1.4%

SrmEstiell on

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0.9%; in construction it fell by 1.4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1.0%). At the regional level, there’s a decrease by 0.5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,.9%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1.1% for chemicals and -1.0% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1.4%.

Next press release : 07/10/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.q. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(%4 increase of the last three months, till June 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonallv-adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
rasults (by region or product type) can differ from total resulls.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info@statbel.mineco.fgov.be

http://statbel.fgov.be
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sopeur viaiessonss:  Press Release

ECONGMIEE AT,
%T11?§.'=F:N'!‘~H;‘;§§Jf£§ R Short Term Indicators

Thursday- October, 7st 2004
- Belgium - July 2004* : employees in
i industry - 0,7%, in construction - 1,4%

Eoomesmsisghe Eatrimie

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,7%; in construction it fell by 1,4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,7%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0,5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,79,

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,7% for chemicals and -0,8% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1,3%.

Next press release : 4/11/2004

* %

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

hitp://statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= |t is also possible to receive daia on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(%o increase of the last three months, till July 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester,
seasonally-adjusted values)

*% Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVER R IDSHIENST PI’ESS Re lease
S L R i
SIDDENSTARDL& ENERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday November, 4st 2004

% Belgium — August 2004* : employees in
?e1a‘.-'m-:l'::::2:::';:\;;1ﬂ::l"fej fﬂdHSffy = 0,6%, in GDﬂSfrUCﬁOH i 1,3%

Trend still downward

The seasconally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,6%; in construction it fell by 1,3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,6%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,5% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,3%™".

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,5% for chemicals and -0,6% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1,3%.

Mext press release : 212/2004

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

— It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(% increase of the last three months, till August 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

http://statbel.fgov.be
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Press Release

FOD EcoxNoMIE - Statistics Belgium

Thursday December, 2st 2004

Belgium — September 2004* : employees in industry - 0,5%,
in construction - 1,5%

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,5%; in construction it fell by 1,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,5%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0.6% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,3%**,

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,5% for chemicals and -0,5% for metal products,
machinery and eguipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1,4%

Mext press release : 13/1/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory : FPS Economy — Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More business trends information !

— To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English)

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is alsc possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or manthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*1% increase of the last three months, till September 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adiusted vaiues)

** Software for seasonal adiustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (hy region or product type) can differ from total results.

Statistics Belgium - Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66: info(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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SB Statistics Belgium

e oniimensonnst  Press Release
FUE e ER R M, .
MIDDENSTAND.& ENERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday January, 13st 2005

s Belgium — October 2004* : employees in
?I‘.;,\'iE!i!zi:i:’ij}i'u:;;;;?ﬁs:Ei.{ fﬂdUStry £ 0!6%! in constructfﬂn 3 1! 6%

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,6%; in construction it fell by 1,6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,6%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0,7% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,5%*".

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,2% for chemicals and -0,6% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1,1%.

Mext press release : 3/2/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory.
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*U5 increase of the last three months, till October 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adiusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (hy region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be

http://statbel.fgov.be
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SB Statistics Belgium

moreac s eimmsonnst  Press Release
BN HE RO, 2
MIpOENSTANDS evergre  Short Term Indicators

Thursday February, 3st 2005
Belgium — November 2004* : employees
B o Bt s in industry - 0,7%, in construction - 2,2%

Mtaisick on

Trend still downward

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,7%:; in construction it fell by 2,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,7%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,9% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,8%*".

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,1% for chemicals and -0,5% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1,2%.

Mext press release : 3/3/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*(0s increase of the last three months, till November 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

*+ Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots(@statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter ; 02.548.63.65 of 02.548.63.66; info@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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SB Statistics Belgium

FEDERALE t‘i*f%éﬁ%’-éﬁ?f}ﬁ&l{im'r P]'eSS Release
EUTPRONGIE R M,
SHDDENSTAND. & ENERGIE Short Term Indicators

Thursday March, 3st 2005

i e Belgium — December 2004* : employees
in industry - 1,2%, in construction - 2,0%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1,2%; in construction it fell by 2,0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-1,1%). At the regional level, there’s a decrease by 1,3% in Flanders ; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,1%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,2% for chemicals and -0,8% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1,4%.

Next press release : 31/3/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English) :

hitp://statbel.fgov.be/indicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

*{%% increase of the last three months, till December 2004 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values)

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots(@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Press Release

FOD ECONOMIE - Statistics Belgium

Thursday March, 31st 2005

Belgium - January 2005*: Employees
Industry: -0,5%; Construction: -1,2%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,5%; in construction it fell by 1,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0,4%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0,6% in Flanders; in
Woallonia the number shrunk by 0,5%"".

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,5% for chemicals and -0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1,2%.

Mext press release : 4/5/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators
portal site of Statistics Belgium on the internet (also in English} :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or
further processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders,
wages and salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 9% increase of the last three months, till January 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonaily-
adiusted values.

#* Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (hy region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Mumber of
employeas subject
to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices ;

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

Er > 1.5%
2 02%to1.5%
= -0.2% to02%
w-1.5% to -0.2%

~ % <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussals

" Jan | Feb |March| April | llay|.lune| July | Aug | ﬁapt| Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Total Industryr, excluding construction

2004] 895| es2| s02] ssg| ses| 891 890 “i“i:l W‘%g w@EF _B8B
2005 872 s N S R AR
Construction > = i ol e i =

2004 939 934| 933| 933| 930 929 918 924

_2005| 89.8] S i
'ﬁi"a“:"induntry. .
- 2004] " 90,2 830

m ; 3? g SRR, SRR SIRIOCTIRRES

Construction | 1 - ;
T po04] o950] 948] o42] 938 935

2005 907 S50 R -
R =

BD T L L L L R i R
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 200¢&

Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings [ BE VL | WA | BR
Total industry u - - -
Total industry,excluding construction - - - -
Intermediate goods ) - - -
Capital goods - - w -
Durable consumer goods - Ry - -
Mon-durable consumer goods e i - -
Mining and quarrying — ~ -
Food products, beverages and tobacco - LY - "
Textiles and textiles products uw - e -
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing = - - e
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products = - ~ h
Metal products, machinery and equipment b - e -
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel b = w -
MNon-metallic mineral products = - - -
Manufacture of basic metals - - - ~
Furniture u u u
Electricity b = - u
Construction = = u =




FEDERALE (WERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE. KM.O..
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FOD ECONOMIE, K.M.O., MIDDENSTAND EN ENERGIE

Prace Release

Wednesday May, 4st 2005

Belgium - February 2005*: Employees
Industry: -0,4%; Construction: -0,9%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three

months compared with the three preceding months, is remained constant (-0,4%); in construction it fell by
0,9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0,4%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0,5% in Flanders; in
Wallonia there's a status quo (-0,4%)**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,5% for chemicals and -0,2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 0,9%.

Mext press release : 2/6/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy — Statistics Division

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the ghor-term indicators portal site
on the internat (also in English) :

http:#istatbel fgov.befindicators

== All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, tumover, ...

* % increase af the last three months, tll February 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adiusted values.

*= Laftware for seasonal adjusiment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from toral resuls.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @ statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE: K.AM.O.,
MIDDENSTAND-& ENERGIE

FOD ECONOMIE, K.M.O., MIDDENSTAND EN ENERGIE

Press Release

Thursday June, 2st 2005

Belgium - March 2005*: Employees
Industry: +0,5%; Construction: -0,8%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
manths compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,5%; in construction it fell by 0,8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0,4%). At the regional level, the trend shows a status quo (-0,1%) in
Flanders; in Wallonia production remained constant (+0,1%)*".

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,4% for chemicals and +0,0% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employeeas fell with 0,9%.

Mext press release : 30/6/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy -Division Statistics

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

Maore business trends information !

= To cbtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the intermnat (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or fudher
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have man ar -term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, matedal costs, production price, building permits, tumover, ...

") % increase of the last three months, N March 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasanally-
adjusted values.

{**) Software for seasonal adiustment and trend calcwlalions considers every seres as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@ mineco.fgov.be

http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE. K-M.O,,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY

Preca Releace

ay June, 30st 2005

Belgium - April 2005*: Employees
Industry: status quo; Construction: -0,3%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, is remained constant (+0,0%); in construction it fell by
0,3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there's a status quo in Flanders (-0,1%:) and
in Wallonia (-0,2%)"".

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,2% for chemicals and -0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 0,8%.

Mext press release : 4/8/2005

¥

* %

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Division Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More busini rends inf ion !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators poral site
on the internet (also in English) :

http:/fstatbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit,

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processad (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Basides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, tumover, ...

* & increase of the last three months, il April 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding irimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

*% Saftware for seasonal adjustment and trend calewlations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @ statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE. MO,
MIDDENSTAND-& ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY

Precs Release

Thursday August , 4si

Belgium - May 2005™: Employees
Industry: -0,5%; Construction: -0,7%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,5%; in construction it fell by 0,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,3%:). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,3%*".

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,9% for chemicals and -0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 0,7%.

Mext press release : 1/9/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Division Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More busingss trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators portal site
on tha internet (also in English) :

http:/fstathel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Shon-term Indicators Unit.

== Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.q. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many othar short-tenm data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, tumover, ...

* 8 increase of the last three months, till May 20035 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-adjusied
values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@ mineco.fgov.be

http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVWERHEIDSTHENST
ECONOMIE. KM.0..
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY

Prags Releacse

Thursday Aupust , 25st 2005

Belgium - June 2005™: Employees g
Industry: -1,1%; Construction: -1,1% &

#
The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 1,1%; in construction it fell by 1,1%.
The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,5%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0 6%**.
A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,1% for chemicals and +0,0% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 1,0%.

Next press release : 6/10/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Division Statistics Belgium

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More busin nds information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shor-term indicators portal site
an the internet {also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All mathodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

== Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only ar monthly (subscription) basis,

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salarias, hours worked, matenral costs, production price, building permits, tumowver, ...

* % increase af the last three months, till June 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adiusted values.

*= Saftware for seasonal adjustment and trend calcwlations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results ( by region or product type) can differ from total resulls.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@ mineco.fgov.be

hitp://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE (AWERHEIDSDIENST
ECONGMIE, K.M.0O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY

Prace Releace

Thursday October, st 2005

Belgium - July 2005*: Employees
Industry: -0,9%; Construction: -0,4%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,9%:; in construction it fell by 0,4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,5%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 1,0% in Flanders; in
Wallonia there's a status quo (+0,0%)**,

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,5% for chemicals and -0,2% for metal products,
machinary and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 0,4%.

MNext press release : 27/10/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Division Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shori-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

hitp:/'statbel.igov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
procassed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis,

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other shori-term : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, tumaver, ...

* % increase of the last three months, tll July 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-adjusted
valies.

=% Saftware for seasonal adiustment and trend caleulations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @ statbel. mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@ mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OWERHEIDSDIENST
ECONCMIE: KM,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY

Prece Releace

Thursday October, 27st 2005

Belgium - August 2005*: Employees
Industry: -0,8%; Construction: -0,2%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,8%; in construction it fell by 0,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,6%). At the regional level, there’s a decrease by 1,1% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 1,0%™.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,4% for chemicals and -0,3% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 0,2%.

Next press release : 1/12/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http:/{fstatbel.fgov.befindicators

= All mathodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Linit.

== Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 85 increase of the last three months, till August 2003 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimesier, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums aof partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from rotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Infocenter : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@ mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE (WERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE: KM.C..
MIDDENSTAND:& FNERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
Press Release

Thursday December, 1st 2005

Belgium - September 2005*: Employees
Industry: -0,8%; Construction: -0,8%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,8%; in construction it fell by 0,8%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
declina for Belgium as a whole (-0,7%). At the regional level, there's a decrease by 0,8% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,4%**,

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,0% for chemicals and -0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees fell with 0,9%:.

Next press release : 22/12/2005

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs
in rends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http:/'statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Shori-term Indicators Service.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building pammits, tumover, ...

* % increase of the last three months, till September 2005 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusied values.

** Software for seasonal adjusiment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators ;: 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @ statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K:M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday April, 6 2006

Belgium - January 2006*: Employees
Industry: -0,3%; Construction: +0,1%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,3%; in construction the number of employees
remained constant (+ 0,1%).

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,3%). At the regional level, there’s a decrease by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,5%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,1% for chemicals and -0,5% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees remained constant (+0,0%).

Next press release : 4/5/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* Op increase of the last three months, till January 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE O ERHEIDSDIENST
ECONGOMIE. KMO,,
MIDDENSTAND:& ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday & June 2006

Belgium - March 2006*: Employees
Industry: -0,2%; Construction: +0,5%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,2%,; in construction it rose by 0,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,6% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,1%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,5% for chemicals and -0,2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,5%.

Mext press release : 29/6/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information |

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

hitp:/istatbel.fgov.befindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

— |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or futther
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employess, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turmnover, ...

* &0 increase of the last three months, till March 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adfusted values.

#= Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as suchy this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots @statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K:M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Belgium - April 2006*: Employees
Industry: -0,1%; Construction: +0,5%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, remained constant (-0,1%); in construction it rose by
0,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quO for Belgium as a whole (-0,1%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,5% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number remained constant (+0,0%)**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,5% for chemicals and -0,2% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,5%.

Next press release : 3/8/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till April 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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FEDERALFE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONGMIE K.MO..
MIDDEN ‘:T'&Nﬁ& ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday Augustus, 3 2006

Belgium - May 2006*: Employees
Industry: -0,2%; Construction: +0,5%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,2%; in construction it rose by 0,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there's an increase by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,2%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,1% for chemicals and +0,0% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,4%.

Next press release : 7/9/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —-Directorate-general Statistics Belgium

On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

=: To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.befindicators
= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= |t is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

— Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other shori-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* % increase af the last three months, fill May 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-adfusted

valies.,

== Software for seasonal adjusiment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial

results (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics : 02.277.55.03; info.stati@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be
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Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing & = YN al
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products =2 b} A b
Metal products, machinery and eguipment 2 = sl l
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel = ul LY
Mon-metallic mineral products =¥ A sl A
Manufacture of basic metals b 2 | a
Fumniture a =] Y
Electricity AA AA AA AA
Construction A A A A



FEDERALE OVERHEIDSDIENST
ECONOMIE, K:M.O.,
MIDDENSTAND & ENERGIE

FPS ECONOMY, SMEs, SELF-EMPLOYED AND ENERGY
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday September, 7 2006

Belgium - June 2006*: Employees
Industry: -0,2%; Construction: +0,1%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,2%; in construction it rose by 0,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
slight decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there’s a status quo (+0,0%) in Flanders;
in Wallonia the number expanded by 0,3%**,

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,2% for chemicals and -0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,3%.

Next press release : 5/10/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till June 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@statbel.mineco.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@mineco.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random

fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 87,9 87,7 87,7 87,2 87,4 87,5 87,1 87,2 87,0 86,8 86,8 86,4 87,2
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,4
Construction
2005 90,4 90,2 89,8 90,2 90,7 90,7 90,1 91,2 91,5 91,3 91,5 90,9 90,7
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,7 91,2
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 88,0 87,9 87,7 87,5 87,4 87,3 87,1 87,0 86,9 86,7 86,6 86,5 87,2
2006 86,4 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,2 86,1
Construction
2005 91,1 91,0 90,6 90,6 90,7 90,7 90,7 90,6 90,7 90,8 90,9 90,9 90,8
2006 91,2 91,2 91,4 91,4 91,4 91,4
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry -> 2 -> N
Total industry,excluding construction > > 2 NN
Intermediate goods -> 2 N N
Capital goods 2 2 2 NN
Durable consumer goods N N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods -> N 2 N
Mining and quarrying > N >

Food products, beverages and tobacco -> A 2 NN
Textiles and textiles products NN N NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N NN N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > N 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment > > N N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel > > NN

Non-metallic mineral products N > NN NN
Manufacture of basic metals 2 2 N N
Furniture N N NN

Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 > 2




economle

FPS Economy, 8.M.E.'s, Self-employed and Energ;

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday October, 52006

Belgium - July 2006*: Employees
Industry: -0,1%; Construction: +0,3%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,1%; in construction it rose by 0,3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
status quo for Belgium as a whole. At the regional level, there’'s a status quo in Flanders; in Wallonia the
number shrunk by 0,5%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,0% for chemicals and +0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,3%.

Next press release : 26/10/2006
*

* %

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0% increase of the last three months, till July 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-adjusted
values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@economie.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 87,9 87,7 87,7 87,2 87,4 87,5 87,1 87,2 87,0 86,8 86,8 86,4 87,2
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,5
Construction
2005 90,4 90,2 89,8 90,2 90,7 90,7 90,1 91,2 91,5 91,3 91,5 90,9 90,7
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,7 91,2
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 88,0 87,9 87,8 87,5 87,5 87,3 87,1 86,9 86,8 86,7 86,6 86,4 87,2
2006 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,4
Construction
2005 91,1 91,0 90,6 90,6 90,7 90,7 90,7 90,6 90,7 90,8 90,9 90,9 90,8
2006 91,2 91,3 91,5 91,6 91,6 91,7 91,8
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > > -> NN
Total industry,excluding construction > > N NN
Intermediate goods > > -> N
Capital goods 2 2 AA NN
Durable consumer goods N N NN N
Non-durable consumer goods -> > > >
Mining and quarrying 2 A >

Food products, beverages and tobacco -> A 2 NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N NN 2
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > N 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment -> 2 N N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N NN N

Non-metallic mineral products N > NN NN
Manufacture of basic metals -> 2 N >
Furniture N N NN

Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 > N




economle

FPS Economy, 8.M.E.'s, Self-employed and Energ;

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday October, 26 2006

Belgium - August 2006*: Employees
Industry: +0,1%; Construction: +0,7%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,1%; in construction it rose by 0,7%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
slight increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,1%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,1% in
Flanders; in Wallonia the number remained constant (+0,0%)**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,1% for chemicals and +0,3% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,7%.

Next press release : 7/12/2006

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till August 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Short Term Indicators : 02.548.64.82; annelies.pots@economie.fgov.be
Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random

fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 87,9 87,7 87,7 87,2 87,4 87,5 87,1 87,2 87,0 86,8 86,8 86,4 87,2
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,7 87,0
Construction
2005 90,4 90,2 89,8 90,2 90,7 90,7 90,1 91,2 91,5 91,3 91,5 90,9 90,7
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,8 94,0
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 88,0 87,9 87,8 87,5 87,5 87,3 87,0 86,9 86,8 86,7 86,6 86,4 87,2
2006 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,5 86,6
Construction
2005 91,1 91,0 90,6 90,6 90,8 90,7 90,7 90,4 90,6 90,7 90,9 90,9 90,8
2006 91,3 91,4 91,7 91,9 92,0 92,2 92,5 92,9
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry -> 2 -> NN
Total industry,excluding construction > > > NN
Intermediate goods 2 2 -> N
Capital goods 2 2 AA NN
Durable consumer goods N N NN N
Non-durable consumer goods > > > 2
Mining and quarrying 2 2 ->
Food products, beverages and tobacco > 2 AA NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N 2
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > > 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment 2 2 -> 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N NN N
Non-metallic mineral products N > NN NN
Manufacture of basic metals N 2 N N
Furniture N N NN
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 N




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASE

Thursday December, 7th 2006

Belgium - September 2006*: Employees
Industry: +0,2%; Construction: +0,9%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,2%; in construction it rose by 0,9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,2%). At the regional level, there’s a status quo (+0,0%) in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,1%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,2% for chemicals and +0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,9%.

Next press release : 11/1/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till September 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 87,9 87,7 87,7 87,2 87,4 87,5 87,1 87,2 87,0 86,8 86,8 86,4 87,2
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 87,0
Construction
2005 90,4 90,2 89,8 90,2 90,7 90,7 90,1 91,2 91,5 91,3 91,5 90,9 90,7
2006 90,9 90,91 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,91 91,9 94,2 94,4
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 88,0 87,9 87,8 87,5 87,5 87,3 87,0 86,9 86,8 86,7 86,6 86,4 87,2
2006 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 864 864 865 86,6 86,7
Construction
2005 91,1 91,0 90,6 90,6 90,8 90,7 90,7 90,4 90,6 90,7 90,9 90,9 90,8
2006 91,3 91,41 91,7 91,91 92,0 92,3] 92,6 93,0 93,2
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 2 -> N
Total industry,excluding construction 2 > > NN
Intermediate goods 2 2 -> >
Capital goods 2 2 AA NN
Durable consumer goods N N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods > -> 2 A7
Mining and quarrying 2 A N
Food products, beverages and tobacco -> 2 A7 NN
Textiles and textiles products N > > NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing -> 2 NN 2
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products 2 > 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment 2 2 -> 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel N NN >
Non-metallic mineral products N 2 NN N
Manufacture of basic metals N > N N
Furniture N N N
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 N




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday January, 11 2007

Belgium - October 2006*: Employees
Industry: +0,4%; Construction: +1,0%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,4%; in construction it rose by 1,0%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,4%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,1% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,3%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,3% for chemicals and +0,6% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,9%.

Next press release : 1/2/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till October 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random

fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%
BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia

BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 87,9 87,7 87,7 87,2 87,4 875 87,1 87,2 87,0 86,8 86,8 86,4 87,2
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 86,9 87,1
Construction
2005 90,4 90,2 89,8 90,2 90,7 90,7 90,1 91,2 91,5 91,3 91,5 90,9 90,7
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,9 94,2 94,4 94,1
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 88,0 87,9 87,8 87,5 87,5 87,3 87,1 86,9 86,8 86,7 86,6 86,4 87,2
2006 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,5 86,6 86,8 87,0
Construction
2005 91,1 91,0 90,6 90,6 90,8 90,7 90,7 90,4 90,6 90,7 90,9 90,9 90,8
2006 91,3 91,4 91,7 91,9 92,0 92,3 92,6 93,0 93,2 93,4
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 2 2 N
Total industry,excluding construction 2 > 2 N
Intermediate goods 2 2 > 2
Capital goods 2 2 A7 N
Durable consumer goods -> N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods > > 2 A2
Mining and quarrying 2 A7 N
Food products, beverages and tobacco 2 > AA NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N N
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing > 2 N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products 2 2 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment 2 2 > 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN >
Non-metallic mineral products -> 2 NN N
Manufacture of basic metals > > -> NN
Furniture -> N A7
Electricity AA A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 N




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday February, 1 2007

Belgium - November 2006*: Employees
Industry: +0,3%; Construction: +1,1%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,3%; in construction it rose by 1,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,3%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,2% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,4%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,4% for chemicals and +0,6% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 1,1%.

Next press release : 1/3/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till November 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random

fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%
BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia

BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 87,9 87,7 87,7 87,2 87,4 875 87,1 87,2 87,0 86,8 86,8 86,4 87,2
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 86,8 87,1 87,1
Construction
2005 90,4 90,2 89,8 90,2 90,7 90,7 90,1 91,2 91,5 91,3 91,5 90,9 90,7
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,9 94,2 94,5 95,1 95,1
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 88,0 87,9 87,8 87,5 87,5 87,3 87,0 86,9 86,8 86,6 86,6 86,5 87,2
2006 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,5 86,6 86,6 86,8 86,9
Construction
2005 91,1 91,0 90,6 90,6 90,8 90,7 90,7 90,4 90,6 90,6 90,8 90,9 90,7
2006 91,3 91,4 91,8 92,0 92,1 92,4 92,7 93,2 93,4 93,9 94,1
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 > 2 N
Total industry,excluding construction 2 > 2 N
Intermediate goods 2 > > 2
Capital goods > > A7 2
Durable consumer goods 2 N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods > N 2 A7
Mining and quarrying A7 27 A7
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > AA NN
Textiles and textiles products N N NN A7
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N > N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products 2 2 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment 2 2 2 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN >
Non-metallic mineral products N 2 NN N
Manufacture of basic metals > > > A2
Furniture -> N A7
Electricity AA A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 A7 N




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday March, 1 2007

Belgium - December 2006*: Employees
Industry: +0,4%; Construction: +1,5%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,4%; in construction it rose by 1,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,4%). At the regional level, there’s a status quo (+0,0%) in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,5%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,4% for chemicals and +0,6% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 1,4%.

Next press release : 5/4/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till December 2006 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 87,9 87,7 87,7 87,2 87,4 87,5 87,1 87,2 87,0 86,8 86,8 86,4 87,2
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 86,8 87,2 87,2 86,9 86,6
Construction
2005 90,4 90,2 89,8 90,2 90,7 90,7 90,1 91,2 91,5 91,3 91,5 90,9 90,7
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,9 94,2 94,5 95,2 96,0 95,9 93,0
Total industry, excluding construction
2005 88,0 87,9 87,8 87,5 87,5 87,3 87,0 86,9 86,8 86,6 86,6 86,5 87,2
2006 86,5 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,5 86,6 86,6 86,8 86,9 87,0 86,6
Construction
2005 91,1 91,0 90,6 90,6 90,8 90,7 90,7 90,4 90,6 90,6 90,7 90,7 90,7
2006 91,2 91,4 91,7 92,0 92,2 92,5 92,9 93,5 93,8 94,3 94,8 95,3 93,0
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 2 2 N
Total industry,excluding construction 2 > 2 N
Intermediate goods > > -> 2
Capital goods N N AA >
Durable consumer goods 2 N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods > > 2 A7
Mining and quarrying A7 2 A7
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > AA NN
Textiles and textiles products N N NN A7
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N 2 N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products 2 2 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment 2 2 2 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN 2
Non-metallic mineral products N 2 N N
Manufacture of basic metals 2 2 2 A7
Furniture > N AA
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 A7 2
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Fi*s Economy, 5.0.E.5, Self-emploved and Energy

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM
PRESS RELEASLE

Thursday April, 5 2007

Belgium - January 2007*: Employees
Industry: +0,2%; Construction: +0,4%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,2%; in construction it rose by 0.4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
slight increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,2%). At the regional level, there's a status quo in Flanders
{+0,0%) and in Wallonia (+0,0%)™".

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,1% for chemicals and +0,5% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 1,5%.

Next press release : 3/5/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy -Directorate-general Statistics Belgium
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the shor-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http:/istatbel.fgov.belindicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= It is also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.q. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turmowver, ...

* 94 increase of the last three months, till January 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adfusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend calculations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
resulis (by region or product type) can differ from total results.

Info Statistics : 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel.fgov.be




Emplovees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Mumber of
employees subject
to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
A 0.2%to1.5%
=  -0.2%to 0.2%
-1.5% to -0.2%
A <.-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA, Wallonia
BR . Brussels

T Jan | Feb [March| April | May |Junn| July | Aug | 5&pt| Oct | Nov | Dec |Yaar

Total industry, excluding construction
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR |
Total industry A A A ]

Total industry, excluding construction - > - b
Intermediate goods A -] - =

Capital goods = N AA =

Durable consumer goads o ] Y] R
Mon-durable consumer goods > u A Y]

Mining and quarrying AA al AA

Food products, beverages and tobacco u A A YA

Textiles and textiles products =l | N r

Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing ul & kY VY

Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products - = A ]

Metal products, machinery and eguipment A A A A

Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fus| RN B A

Non-metallic mineral products -+ A =l N
Manufacture of basic metals A A ul AA

Furniture = al wN

Electricity AA AA AA AA
Construction A A | =5




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday May, 3 2007

Belgium - February 2007*: Employees
Industry: +0,3%; Construction: -0,5%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, increased by 0,3%; in construction it fell by 0,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows an
increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,5%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,1% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,3%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,3% for chemicals and -0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 1,2%.

Next press release : 31/5/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till February 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject
to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random

fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March| April | May JJune | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | vear

Total industry, excluding construction

2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3
2007 86,5 87,3

Construction
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8
2007 92,8 93,0

Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,5 86,4 86,4 86,4 86,4
2007 86,6 87,5

Construction
2006 91,2 91,5 91,8 92,0 92,2
2007 92,5 93,6

86,5

91,9

86,4

92,5

86,6

91,9

86,5

92,9

86,9

94,2

86,6

93,5

86,8

94,5

86,6

93,7

87,2

95,2

86,8

94,2

87,1

96,1

86,9

94,7

86,9

95,9

87,1

95,1

86,6

93,0

86,6

92,9
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 > -> N
Total industry,excluding construction 2 > N NN
Intermediate goods 2 N N NN
Capital goods N NN 2 NN
Durable consumer goods NN N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods 2 > 2 NN
Mining and quarrying 2 NN AA

Food products, beverages and tobacco 2 2 -> NN
Textiles and textiles products NN N NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing -> > NN NN
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N 2 A7
Metal products, machinery and equipment N > 2 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN A7

Non-metallic mineral products N 2 N NN
Manufacture of basic metals 2 > 2 NN
Furniture N N NN

Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 N 2




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday May, 31 2007

Belgium - March 2007*: Employees
Industry: -0,3%; Construction: -1,2%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,3%; in construction it fell by 1,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,3%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,7% for chemicals and -0,6% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 1,0%.

Next press release : 28/6/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till March 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject
to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 86,8 87,2 87,1 86,9 86,6
2007 86,0 86,0 86,2
Construction
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,9 94,2 94,5 95,2 96,1 95,9 93,0
2007 92,8 92,9 93,4
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,6 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,6 86,6 86,6 86,5
2007 86,4 86,4 86,3
Construction
2006 91,2 91,5 91,9 92,1 92,3 92,6 92,9 93,4 93,7 94,1 94,5 94,9 92,9
2007 92,3 93,4 94,3
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > N > N
Total industry,excluding construction N N N NN
Intermediate goods > N N >
Capital goods N NN 2 NN
Durable consumer goods NN N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods N > N NN
Mining and quarrying NN NN NN

Food products, beverages and tobacco > 2 N NN
Textiles and textiles products NN NN NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N NN NN
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N > N
Metal products, machinery and equipment N N 2 >
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel 2 2 NN

Non-metallic mineral products N 2 N NN
Manufacture of basic metals 2 > 2 NN
Furniture N N NN

Electricity AA 2 2 A7
Construction 2 2 2 2
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DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday June, 28 2007

Belgium - April 2007*: Employees
Industry: +0,0%; Construction: +0,3%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, remained constant (+0,0%); in construction it rose by
0,3%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
slight increase for Belgium as a whole (+0,2%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,1% in
Flanders; in Wallonia the number remained contstant (+0,0%)**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,0% for chemicals and +0,4% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,9%.

Next press release : 2/8/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till April 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random

fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March| April | May JJune | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | vear

Total industry, excluding construction

2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 86,8 87,2 87,1 86,9 86,6
2007 86,0 86,0 86,4 86,5
Construction
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,9 94,2 94,5 95,2 96,1 95,9 93,0
2007 92,8 92,9 93,61 94,2
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,6 86,6 86,6 86,8 86,8 86,9 86,6
2007 86,1| 86,3] 86,6/ 86,8
Construction
2006 91,2 91,5 91,9 92,2 92,3 92,6 93,0 93,5 93,7 94,2 94,6 94,9 93,0
2007| 92,4 93,4 943 950
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > > > N
Total industry,excluding construction > > -> NN
Intermediate goods > N N N
Capital goods 2 NN 2 NN
Durable consumer goods N N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods > N 2 NN
Mining and quarrying NN -> NN
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > NN NN
Textiles and textiles products NN NN NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing > 2 NN NN
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N -> NN
Metal products, machinery and equipment 2 2 2 N
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel A7 27 NN
Non-metallic mineral products N N N NN
Manufacture of basic metals 2 -> 2 NN
Furniture N N NN
Electricity AA A2 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 2




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday Augustus, 2 2007

Belgium - May 2007*: Employees
Industry: -0,1%; Construction: +1,5%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,1%; in construction it rose by 1,5%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
slight decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,1%). At the regional level, there’s an increase by 0,1% in Flanders;
in Wallonia the number expanded by 0,4%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,8% for chemicals and -0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,9%.

Next press release : 6/9/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till May 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-adjusted
values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random

fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 86,8 87,2 87,1 86,9 86,6
2007 86,0 86,0 86,5 86,3 86,1
Construction
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,9 94,2 94,5 95,2 96,1 95,9 93,0
2007 92,8 92,9 93,7 94,2 94,5
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,6 86,6 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,6 86,6 86,6 86,7 86,7 86,7 86,6
2007 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,4
Construction
2006 91,2 91,5 91,9 92,2 92,3 92,6 93,0 93,5 93,7 94,2 94,6 94,9 93,0
2007 92,4 93,4 94,3 95,0 95,6
95
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > -> 2 NN
Total industry,excluding construction > > 2 NN
Intermediate goods > > -> 2
Capital goods N N 2 NN
Durable consumer goods N > N NN
Non-durable consumer goods N N 2 NN
Mining and quarrying N > N

Food products, beverages and tobacco -> N NN NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing -> > N NN
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N 2 A7
Metal products, machinery and equipment -> A 2 NN
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel A7 27 NN

Non-metallic mineral products N > N NN
Manufacture of basic metals 2 2 2 NN
Furniture N N NN

Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 2




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday September, 6th 2007

Belgium - June 2007*: Employees
Industry: -0,6%; Construction: +2,2%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,6%; in construction it rose by 2,2%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,6%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,4% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,3%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -1,2% for chemicals and -0,3% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,7%.

Next press release : 4/10/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till June 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 86,8 87,2 87,1 86,9 86,6
2007 86,0 86,0 86,5 86,1 85,9 85,2
Construction
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,9 94,2 94,5 95,2 96,1 95,9 93,0
2007 92,8 92,9 93,7 94,3 94,7 94,2
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,6 86,6 86,5 86,5 86,5 86,6 86,7 86,7 86,7 86,8 86,7 86,7 86,6
2007 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,1 85,9 85,5
Construction
2006 91,3 91,5 91,9 92,1 92,3 92,7 93,0 93,5 93,7 94,2 94,6 94,9 93,0
2007 92,3 93,3 94,2 94,8 95,4 95,7
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry N N 2 NN
Total industry,excluding construction N N 2 NN
Intermediate goods N N -> N
Capital goods N N AA NN
Durable consumer goods N > N NN
Non-durable consumer goods N N -> NN
Mining and quarrying 2 A N
Food products, beverages and tobacco N N N NN
Textiles and textiles products N NN N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N NN
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment N 2 2 NN
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN NN
Non-metallic mineral products N > N A7
Manufacture of basic metals 2 2 > N
Furniture N N NN
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 N




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday October, 4 2007

Belgium - July 2007*: Employees
Industry: -0,3%; Construction: +1,9%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,3%; in construction it rose by 1,9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,3%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,3%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,7% for chemicals and +0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,9%.

Next press release : 25/10/2007

Quotation of sources is obligatory: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu  m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till July 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-adjusted
values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March| April | May JJune | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | vear

Total industry, excluding construction

2006| 86,3 86,3] 86,4 863| 86,3 865 86,6 869 868 87,2 87,1 86,9 86,6
2007| 86,0/ 86,0 86,5 861 859 859| 859
Construction
2006f 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,71 91,8f 91,91 91,9| 94,2 94,5 952 96,1 959| 93,0
2007 92,8 92,9 937 94,3 94,81 95.2| 94,7
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,6/ 86,6 86,5 866| 865/ 865 86,6 866| 86,6| 86,7/ 866| 86,7 86,6
2007| 86,5/ 86,4 86,4 863 86,2 86,1 86,0
Construction
2006 91,2| 91,5| 91,9 92,21 92,3| 92,61 93,1 93,5 93,7 94,2 946] 950| 93,0
2007| 92,4 93,4 943 950] 956 96,1 964
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry N > 2 NN
Total industry,excluding construction N N 2 NN
Intermediate goods N N > N
Capital goods N N 2 NN
Durable consumer goods N N -> NN
Non-durable consumer goods N N > N
Mining and quarrying > > N
Food products, beverages and tobacco > N N NN
Textiles and textiles products N NN N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N 2 A7
Metal products, machinery and equipment > 2 2 NN
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN NN
Non-metallic mineral products N > N 2
Manufacture of basic metals > 2 -> A7
Furniture N N N
Electricity AA A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 >




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday October, 25 2007

Belgium - August 2007*: Employees
Industry: -0,4%; Construction: +1,4%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,4%; in construction it rose by 1,4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,3%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,1%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows -0,4% for chemicals and +0,0% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,7%.

Next press release : 6/12/2007

Credit: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till August 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [Mmarch] April | Mmay [ June | July | Aug | Sept ] oOct | Nov | Dec | vear
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 86,8 87,2 87,1 86,9 86,6
2007 86,0 86,0 86,5 86,1 85,9 85,9 86,0 86,1
Construction
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,9 94,2 94,5 95,2 96,1 95,9 93,0
2007 92,8 92,9 93,7 94,3 94,8 95,4 94,8 96,3
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,6 86,6 86,5 86,6 86,5 86,5 86,6 86,6 86,6 86,7 86,6 86,7 86,6
2007 86,5 86,4 86,4 86,3 86,2 86,1 86,0 85,9
Construction
2006 91,3 91,5 91,9 92,2 92,3 92,5 93,0 93,7 93,8 94,2 94,6 95,0 93,0
2007 92,4 93,4 94,2 94,8 95,4 95,9 96,2 96,3
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry N > > NN
Total industry,excluding construction N N -> NN
Intermediate goods > > N N
Capital goods N > 2 NN
Durable consumer goods N N N NN
Non-durable consumer goods N > N N
Mining and quarrying > > N
Food products, beverages and tobacco > > > NN
Textiles and textiles products N N N N
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing NN N NN N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products N N 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment > 2 2 NN
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN N
Non-metallic mineral products N > N A7
Manufacture of basic metals 2 2 > A7
Furniture N N N
Electricity AA A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 N




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Thursday December, 6 2007

Belgium - September 2007*: Employees
Industry: -0,2%; Construction: +1,1%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,2%; in construction it rose by 1,1%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,2%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number shrunk by 0,1%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,1% for chemicals and +0,0% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,6%.

Credit: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till September 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
2 0.2%to 1.5%

2> -0.2%1t00.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%

AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium

VL : Flanders

WA : Wallonia

BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [March| April | May JJune | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | vear

Total industry, excluding construction

2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 86,8 87,2 87,1 86,9 86,6
2007 86,0 86,0 86,5 86,1 85,9 85,9 85,9 86,1 86,2
Construction
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,9 94,2 94,5 95,2 96,1 95,9 93,0
2007 92,8 92,9 937 94,3 94,81 954| 948 96,5 96,9
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,6 86,6 86,5 86,6 86,5 86,5 86,6 86,6 86,6 86,7 86,6 86,6 86,6
2007| 86,4 86,4 864 863 863 862 86,1 86,0 86,0
Construction
2006 91,2 91,5 91,9 92,2 92,3 92,5 93,0 93,6 93,8 94,2 94,6 95,0 93,0
2007| 92,4 93,4 94,2 94,9 954 959| 96,2 96,4 96,7
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Total industry > -> 2 NN
Total industry,excluding construction N N > NN
Intermediate goods N N N N
Capital goods > > AA NN
Durable consumer goods N N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods N > N 2
Mining and quarrying 2 A7 N
Food products, beverages and tobacco 2 2 2 NN
Textiles and textiles products N N NN N
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing NN N NN N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > > 2 N
Metal products, machinery and equipment > > 2 NN
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN NN
Non-metallic mineral products N N NN A7
Manufacture of basic metals 2 2 2 A7
Furniture N N N
Electricity A7 A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 N




Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Friday January, 11 2008

Belgium - October 2007*: Employees
Industry: -0,4%; Construction: +0,9%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,4%; in construction it rose by 0,9%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,4%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,4% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number expanded by 0,1%%**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,4% for chemicals and +0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,5%.

Next press release : 15/2/2008

Credit: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till October 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject
to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t0 0.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%
BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia

BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb [march] April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | vear

Total industry, excluding construction

2006 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3 86,3 86,5 86,6 86,9 86,8 87,2 87,1 86,9
2007 86,0 86,0 86,5 86,1 85,9 85,9 85,9 86,1 86,2 86,2
Construction
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,7 91,8 91,9 91,9 94,2 94,5 95,2 96,1 95,9
2007 92,8 92,9 93,7 94,3 94,8 95,4 94,8 96,8 97,0 97,2
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,6 86,6 86,5 86,6 86,5 86,5 86,6 86,6 86,6 86,7 86,7 86,7
2007 86,5 86,4 86,5 86,3 86,3 86,1 86,0 85,9 85,9 85,7
Construction
2006 91,2 91,5 91,9 92,2 92,3 92,6 93,0 93,6 93,8 94,3 94,7 95,0
2007 92,4 93,4 94,2 94,9 95,4 95,9 96,1 96,4 96,6 96,8
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry -> N 2 N
Total industry,excluding construction N N > NN
Intermediate goods N > N N
Capital goods 2 N AA NN
Durable consumer goods > N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods N N N 2
Mining and quarrying 2 AA N
Food products, beverages and tobacco > -> 2 NN
Textiles and textiles products N N NN N
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing NN NN NN N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products 2 > 2 NN
Metal products, machinery and equipment > -> 2 NN
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN N
Non-metallic mineral products N 2 NN AA
Manufacture of basic metals 2 2 2 A7
Furniture N N 2
Electricity AA A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 >
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Ps economie

DIRECTORATE-GENERAL STATISTICS BELGIUM

PRESS RELEASE

Tuesday February, 12 2008

Belgium - November 2007*: Employees
Industry: -0,3%; Construction: +0,6%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,3%; in construction it rose by 0,6%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,4%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,3% in Flanders; in
Wallonia the number remained constant (+0,0%)**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,4% for chemicals and +0,0% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,4%.

Next press release : 5/3/2008

Credit: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.be/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till November 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
2 0.2%to 1.5%

2> -0.2%1t0 0.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%

AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium

VL : Flanders

WA : Wallonia

BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May [ June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | vear

Total industry, excluding construction

86,6

93,0

86,6

93,0

2006 86,3 86,3] 86,4 86,3 863 865 866| 869 868 87,2 87,1 86,9
2007 86,00/ 86,0, 86,5 86,1 859 859| 859| 86,1 863 86,3] 86,1
Construction
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,71 91,8f 91,91 919| 94,2 945| 952 96,1] 959
2007 92,81 92,9 93,71 94,3] 94,8 954| 94,8 96,8 97,2 97,4 974
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,6/ 86,6 86,5 86,6 86,5 865 866| 86,6 865 86,7 86,6 86,7
2007 86,5/ 86,4 86,5 86,4 863 86,1 86,1 859| 859| 857 856
Construction
2006 91,3| 91,5 91,9 92,2 92,3 92,6] 93,0 93,6 938 94,2 948 951
2007 92,51 93,4| 942 948 954| 958| 96,0( 96,2 965 96,6] 96,6
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry > -> 2 N
Total industry,excluding construction N N > N
Intermediate goods N > N >
Capital goods 2 N AA NN
Durable consumer goods > N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods N N N A7
Mining and quarrying > 2 N
Food products, beverages and tobacco > -> 2 NN
Textiles and textiles products N N NN NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N N
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products 2 > 2 NN
Metal products, machinery and equipment > -> 2 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN N
Non-metallic mineral products N 2 NN AA
Manufacture of basic metals -> 2 N 2
Furniture N N AA
Electricity AA A7 AA A7
Construction 2 2 2 2
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PRESS RELEASE

Wednesday February, 27 2008

Belgium - December 2007*: Employees
Industry: -0,6%; Construction: +0,4%

The seasonally adjusted number of employees in industry excluding construction in Belgium, the last three
months compared with the three preceding months, fell by 0,6%; in construction it rose by 0,4%.

The trend of the last three months in the industry, when compared with the previous three months, shows a
decline for Belgium as a whole (-0,6%). At the regional level, there’'s a decrease by 0,4% in Flanders; in
Wallonia there’s a status quo (+0,0%)**.

A split down to the level of important sectors shows +0,2% for chemicals and -0,1% for metal products,
machinery and equipment. In the construction, the number of employees rose with 0,2%.

Credit: FPS Economy —Directorate-general Statistics Belgiu m
On the next page you can find the related tables and graphs

More business trends information !

= To obtain an overview of Belgian and European business trends, please refer to the short-term indicators portal site
on the internet (also in English) :

http://statbel.fgov.bel/indicators

= All methodological explanations of figures can be obtained from the Short-term Indicators Unit.

= Itis also possible to receive data on hours worked which are broken down (into sub sectors, regions) or further
processed (e.g. seasonally adjusted), on a once-only or monthly (subscription) basis.

= Besides the indices of employees, we also have many other short-term data : production, new orders, wages and
salaries, hours worked, material costs, production price, building permits, turnover, ...

* 0p increase of the last three months, till December 2007 inclusive, compared to the preceding trimester, seasonally-
adjusted values.

** Software for seasonal adjustment and trend cal culations considers every series as such; this is why sums of partial
results (by region or product type) can differ fromtotal results.

Info Statistics: 02.277.55.03; info.stat@economie.fgov.be
http://statbel .fgov.be




Employees

Gross indices
(2000=100)
Number of
employees subject

to social security

Seasonally
adjusted indices

After elimination of
seasonal variation

Trend cycle

Total industry;
adjusted for
seasonal and
random
fluctuations

Gross indices :

Trend :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices

AA > 1.5%
22 0.2%to 1.5%
2> -0.2%1t0 0.2%
N-1.5% to -0.2%
AN <-1.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussels

Jan | Feb |March| April | May [ June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | vear

Total industry, excluding construction

2006( 86,3 86,3 86,4 86,3] 863 865 866/ 869| 868 87,2 87,1 869 86,6
2007( 86,0/ 86,00 86,5 86,1 859 859| 859 86,1 863 86,3 86,1 849 86,0
Construction
2006 90,9 90,9 91,3 91,71 91,8 91,91 919 94,2 945| 952 96,1] 959 93,0
2007 92,81 92,9 93,71 94,3 94,8 954| 948 96,8 97,2 97,4 97,4 96,8 954
Total industry, excluding construction
2006 86,6/ 86,6 86,5 865 865 865| 866| 866| 865 866| 866| 87,1 86,6
2007 86,5/ 86,4 86,5 86,3] 86,2 86,1] 86,0 859| 858 856| 854 851 86,0
Construction
2006 91,3| 91,5| 91,9 92,2 92,3 92,5/ 93,0 93,6] 938 94,2 948 951| 93,0
2007 92,51 93,55| 943| 94,9 953 958| 959 96,1 96,3| 96,4 96,4 965 95,3
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings BE VL WA BR
Total industry N N > N
Total industry,excluding construction N N > NN
Intermediate goods N > N >
Capital goods -> N A7 NN
Durable consumer goods > N NN NN
Non-durable consumer goods N N N NN
Mining and quarrying 2 N 2
Food products, beverages and tobacco N > 2 NN
Textiles and textiles products N NN N NN
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing N N N NN
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products > N 2 NN
Metal products, machinery and equipment > > 2 2
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel NN NN N
Non-metallic mineral products > 2 N A7
Manufacture of basic metals > 2 N 2
Furniture > > 27
Electricity AA AA AA AA
Construction 2 > 2 2




