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Gross indices
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BE ; Belgium
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July 1999 : employees industry -0,7%, hours worked -2,5%

In July 1999, compared to July of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by -0,7%; in construction it rose by 6,2%, At the regional level, industry in Flanders
shows a decline by -1,2%; in Wallonia the number of employees expanded by 0,9%. The number of hours
worked in industry in July 1999, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows a strong
decline of -2,5% for Belgium as a whale, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are -3,7% and

0,3%. In construction the number of hours worked fell by -6,8%.

A_I“l:er the gradual decline of the number of employees in industry, which started in November 1998, figures are
geing up again from May 1999 on, In Flanders as well as in Wallonia. The food industry, also on the rise, does

not seem to suffer from the dioxin crisis.

Jan | Feb [ March| April |

May | June | July | Aug [ Sept |

Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Totale industry, excluding construction

1998 98,8
1999 88,6
Construction
1998 1021
1999) 1011

99,0
98,3

101,68
100,5

85,1
&4

101.7
10,7

28,1
98,3

101.,5
102,5

Totale industry, excluding construction

1998| 1048
1998| 1038
Construction
1998 1013
1998]| 1052
107 .6
108
102.5
E‘ 100
[=%
E
{IT]
a7 .5 -
g5 4
92,5

101,6
100,1

11,5

85,1

111.8
15,7

127.0

1291

105,3
104,2

1146
117.1

29,1
ga.6

101.5
104,0
96,5

839

1173
12,0

89,3
o8,7

101.8
105.9
107 .6

110,9

1336
141.2

99 4
08,7

101,1
107.4
75,8

74,0

544

60,0

99,7

1024

87,5

115,6

99.8

102,5

108.3

134.3

89,9 8.7
102,5) 1023
1105 98,1
132.3] 1033

—

98,8

101,6

81,2

99,3

101,9

99,8
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— 130

L 120

=
-
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Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings Employees

BE VL Wa BR
Total industry A A E —
Total industry excluding construction F A AR u
Intermediate goods — N - -
Capital goods A AA A e
Durable consumer goods i1 . ww Ax
Mon-durable consumer goods F F A -
Mining and quarrying & - A Pl
Food products, beverages and tobacco E # Aa "
Textiles and textiles products . u - F
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing F E A AA
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products - = A -
Metal products, machinery and equipment - - — u
Cake, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel u - -
Mon-metallic mineral products E A F -
Manufacture of basic metals o b e
Furniture N " " AA
Electricity -+ = - =
Construction - - - -+
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AR = 2.5%
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= =0.5% to 0.5%
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Ministry of
Economic Affairs

Augustus 1999 : employees industry -0,8%, hours worked +3,4%

In Augustus 1999, compared to Augustus of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction In Belgium fell by -0,8%; in construction it rose by 5,4%. At the regional level, industry in
Flanders shows a decline by -1,2%; in Wallonia the number of employees expanded by 0,2%. The number of
hours worked in industry in Augustus 1999, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows a
strong Increase of 3,4% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are 3,0%
and 3,1%. In construction the number of hours worked increased by 5,7%.

After the gradual decline of the number of employees in industry, which started in November 1998, figures are
going up again from May 1999 on, in Flanders as well as in Wallonia. The food industry, also on the rise, does not

seem to suffer from the dioxin crisis.

Jan | Feb |[March| April | May [ June [ July [ Aug | Sept [ Oct | Nov [ Dec [ Year
Totale mdustry.excluding construction | | |
 1998| 98| 989 990 990 990 ses2| 993 oas| 997 999 998 88| 992
1999| 986| 98.4| 984 we83| 985 o87| o88| o988 g
Ccmuctmn | f | |
| 1998] 1021 101,6] 101,7] 101,5] 101,5| 101.8 101,1] 102.4] 102,5 102,5| 102,3| 101,6| 101,9
[ 1999 101.1| 1005 101,71 102.5 1&4-,1_ 105.9| 106,3| 107.9
[Totale industry,ﬂxcluﬂlﬁg construction i [ I
1998] 104,9] 101.7| 111,9] 105.3] 96.4| 1076 76.2] 87.4] 108.4| 110.6] 82| 893 999
1999| 1050 101,3| 1153| 104.8] 942 111.0| 748| 004 ' | g )
‘Construction ' S B
1998| 101,3] 111.5] 127,0] 1146 117.3] 1336 644| 1156| 134.3| 132.3] 103.3] &1.2
|_1999] 105.2[ 851| 1291 117.1] 111,7| 141.2| 60| 1222] e SRR
107, 5 —— 130
Y e L
1025 —+
]
E‘ 100 +— -
[=%
E -
L]
BT.B — -
sebl
B2.5 " | . - 7o
28 B R R B B O @ m Boallgiis g8 B
e = BE 8= 8
Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings Employees
BE VL WA BR
Tlcnta_l_ir'n:ius.t_r_y,,r : _ 3 A A A A
Total industry, excluding construction 2 " PP .
Intermediate goods u - w o
Capital goods 2 TR A 'y,
Durable consumer goods B = g -
Non-durable consumer goods " 2 A g
Mining and guarrying - - -

Food products, beverages and tobacco 2 P Az oy
Textiles and textiles products ¥ 3 ~ w . ~
\Pulp, paper and paper prc products; publishing and printing | 2 & | = P
|Ghem:cals and chemical, rubber and plastlc pruducts A A P -
Metal products, machlnery and aqu:pment - g - e

‘Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel ¥ w N =

| Mon-metallic mineral products % - P - -
[Manufaclura of basm metals . - u W
|Furn|ture . - - > 2
| Electric ity E = = — 2
Cunstructmn - - 2 =

Hours worked
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(1895=100)
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Gross indices
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Gross indices

(1985=100)
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Employees :

Last three
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months

Gross indices
(1995=100)

F ¥ > 2 5%
A 0.5%io2.5%
=+ -(1,5% to 0.5%

w =2.5% to -0.5%
L") = -2 5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flandars
WA : Wallonia
BR : Brussals

Belgium - September 1999 : employees industry -0,1%, hours worked +0,6%

In September 1999, compared to September of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium fell by -0,1%; in construction it rose by 2,6%. At the regional level, industry in
Flanders shows a decline by -1,0%; in Wallonia the number of employees expanded by 0,8%. The number of
hours worked in industry in September 1999, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows
an increase of 0,6% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are -0,5%
and 1,2%. In construction the number of hours worked increased by 4,0%.

The evolution of the number of employees very clearly shows a gradual downturn of economy from November
1958 on and a recovery which began in May 1999, In September the level preceding the downswing was reached
once again. The recovery is similar in Flanders and Wallonia, and in most sectors. In the last six months the food
industry shows the strongest increase in number of employees, despite the dioxin crisis, while textiles and clothes
is the only sector still in decline.

Jan | Feb [March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Mov | Dec | Year
Totale industry, excluding construction

A
&

i

Ministry ol
Economic Affairs

1958 98.8 98,9 99,0 99.0 99.0 99,2 89,3 99,6 89,7 898 98,6 88,8 29,2
1959 98.6 98,4 95,4 98.3 98,5 98,7 98,6 96,9 99,6
Construction
1988| 102,1| 4101,8] 101,7] 101,5| 101,5| 101,8] 101,1] 1024] 1025| 102,5] 1023| 1016] 1019
1999 101.1] 100,5] 101,7] 1025 102,3| 104,2] 104,3] 1059 1052
Totale industry, excluding construction
1998| 104,9] 101.,7] 111,9] 1053 95,4 1076 76,2 8r.4| 1094| 1106 88,2 89,3 99,9
1999 10500 101,3] 1153] 1048 84,21 1110 74,8 a0.1] 1101
Construction
1998| 101,3] 1115 1270 1146 117,3] 1336 64.4| 1156] 1343] 1323] 1033 B1.2] 1114
1999) 1052 851 1281 11174] 111.7] 1412 60.4] 123,1] 1397
1078 — S — e — — — — 130
120
A I 110
- 7 :
g
% : = — 100 §
————— — — 90
— — — - r 80
gR T ST E
3 E % O R % 5 X 3
Industrial branches |/ Main industrial groupings Employees
BE VL WA BR
Total industry 2 2 F 2
Total industry,excluding construction 2 2 AN A
Intermediate goods - - w -
Capital goods A2 F - A
Durable consumer goods - — w A
Mon-durable consumer goods A A F -
Mining and quarrying 2 ) -
Food products, beverages and tobacco 2 E R A
Textiles and textiles products w " " W
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing F F ] — F]
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products A A A F]
Metal products, machinery and equipment - - 2 =
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel 2 2 -
Mon-metallic mineral products == =¥ = e
Manufacture of basic metals - - o 5
Furniture E A LR EF ]
Electricity - - - —
Construction - - —+ -
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Employees
Gross indices
(1985=100)

Hours worked
Gross indices
(1995=100)

Totale industry
Gross indices
(1995=100)

Hours worked :

Employees :

Last three
months
compared to the
previous three
months

Gross indices
{1995=100)

F ¥ > 2.5%
A 0.5%to25%
= -0.5% o 0.5%
w =2.5% 1o -0.5%
L3 <-2.5%

BE : Belgium
VL : Flanders
WA : Wallonia
BR . Brussels

Belgium - October 1999 : employees industry -0.5%, hours worked -2.3%

In October 1999, compared to October of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by -0,5%; in construction it rose by 2,5%. At the regional level, industry in Flanders
shows a decline by -0,9%: in Wallonia the number of employees expanded by 1,0%. The number of hours
worked in industry in October 1999, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows a decline
of -2,3% for Belgium as a2 whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are -2,1% and -1,8%.
In construction the number of hours worked increased by 1,7%.

The evaolution of the number of employees very clearly shows a gradual downturn of the business cycle from
Movember 1998 on and a recovery which began in May 1999. In October the level preceding the downswing is
almost reached. The recovery is similar in Flanders and Wallonia, and in most sectors. A comparison of the last
three months with the preceding three-month period shows only in the textiles and clothes sector a still falling
number of employees.

Jan | Feb | March | April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year

Totale industry, excluding construction

&
*

'E

Miriisiry f
Economic Affairs

19598 98.8 98,9 89,0 98,0 89.0 99,2 99,3 98,6 98,7 89,9 99.6 98,8 99,2
1999 98.6 98.4 93,4 98,3 88,5 98.8 98,7 98,9 991 95,4
Construction
1998] 4102,1] 1018| 101,7] 1015 1015 101,.8| 101.1| 1024 1025| 1025 1023] 101.6] 1019
19%a| 101,1| 1005 101,7] 102,55 101,1] 102,5| 1025] 104,2] 1050] 1051
Totale industry, excluding construction
1998| 104,7] 101.6] 111,9] 1052 95,21 1075 76,5 874 1094 10,7 881 89,4 99,9
1999] 1046] 101,1] 1159] 1047 94.4| 1108 5.3 81.0] 110,00 1081
Construction
1998| 101.2] 111,5| 1272 1147 117.3] 1337 64,5 1154| 1345| 1326 1031 B1.2] 1114
1999| 1055 a52] 12921 117.3] 1116 1418 60,8] 123,3] 1403 1348
107,58 T—— —_— — - - —— 130
108 4—0 —_—
102,5 — = —
o
% 100 T J'_ e
-G b \ i
- - L
7.5 e 5 5 o
85
92,5 “— 7O
E B 5 &8 B B %5 %5 % 8 & &8 § § % § 8§ 8 8§
« # 2 td 3V 1% 10 E
Industrial branches [ Main industrial groupings Employees
BE VL WA BER
Total industry 2 F 2 2
Total industw.excluding construction A A A u
Intermediate goods - - E E
Capital goods # E - A
Durable consumer goods F P w ]
Mon-durable consumer goods 2’ 2 A 2
Mining and quarrying F A -
Food products, beverages and tobacco F F A w
Textiles and textiles products - . o b
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing F 2 — F
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products A A A )
Metal products, machinery and equipment - — F —
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel B E E
Mon-metallic mineral products — — - 2
Manufacture of basic metals — - A 2
Furniture - - N 2
Electricity E A E E
Construction — — - -

Hours worked
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(1995=100)
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Gross indices
{1995=100)

Totale industry
Gross indices
(1995=100)
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Last three
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months
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(1995=100)

AA = 2.5%
A 0.5%1to25%
= -0.5% to 0.5%
w =2.5% to -0.5%
L) < -2.5%

BE : Belgium
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Belgium - November 1999 : employees industry -0.4%, hours worked -1.4%

In Movember 1999, compared to MNovember of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belglum fell by -0,4%; in construction It rose by 2,8%. At the regional level, industry In
Flanders shows a decline by -0,8%: in Wallonia the number of employees expanded by 1,7%. The number of
hours worked in industry in November 1999, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows
a decline of -1,4% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are -0,2% and
-1,8%. In construction the number of hours worked increased by 15,6%.

The evolution of the number of employees very clearly shows a gradual downturn of the business cycle from
MNovember 1998 on and a recovery which began in May 1999, In November the level preceding the downswing is
almost reached. A comparison of the period September-November 1999 with the preceding three months shows a
slightly more marked recovery in Wallonia than in Flanders. The number of employees rises for all sectors, except
for the textiles and clothes sector.

Jan | Feb | March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year
Totale industry, excluding construction

1988 98,8 98,9 88,0 8990 99.0 99.2 99,3 94,6 89,7 89,9 99.6 88,8 99,2
1959 98.6 98.4 08,4 98,3 88,5 98.8 a8 7 98,9 99,1 99,3 89,2
Construction
199g8| 102.,1] 4101.8] 101,7] 1015 1015] 104.8] 101,41 1024] 1025 1025 1023| 101,8] 1018
1999] 101,1| 1005 101,7| 1025 101,4] 1025 41025 1042 1052 105.3| 1052
Totale industry, excluding construction
1998| 104,7] 1016 111,8] 1052 96,2 107.5 76,5 B7.4] 1094| 1107 98.1 89.4 99.9
1993| 1045] 101,1] 1158| 1047 94,21 1108 75,2 81,00 110,0] 1080 96,7
Construction
1988| 101.2] 111,5] 1272 1147 11173 1337 64,5 1154]| 1345 1326 1031 81.2) 1114
1989| 1055 8531 129.2] 1172 111,8] 1419 60,8 123.3] 141,1] 1357] 1192
107,58 130
105 120
102,85 h 110
; k £
B o0 L - = —- 100 g
: & :
£
87,6 - 1]
1} an
|
92,5 2 o = = = = = = = . = = - - = 70
o (] o (=2 o
SRS S B8 SR E L 0
Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings Employees
BE VL WA ER
Total industry A F E -
Total industry,excluding construction - - 2 - |
Intermediate goods 2 2 F ra I
Capital goods 2 2 - e
Durable consumer goods F F — Aa
Non-durable consumer goods - - A -
Mining and quarrying F u 2
Food products, beverages and tobacco S E ) ww
Textiles and textiles products u - w w
Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing A A F F
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products - - A E
Metal products, machinery and equipment - — A .
Coke, refined petroleum products and nuclear fuel A A A
Mon-metallic mineral products - - - A
Manufacture of basic metals - - A W
Furniture - - . -
Electricity 2 F A A
Construction A A AR F
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Belgium - December 1999 : employees industry + 0.2%, hours worked + 5.0%

In December 1999, compared to December of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 0,2%; in construction it rose by 3,0%. At the regional level,
industry in Flanders shows a status quo by -0,2%; in Wallonia the number of employees expanded by 2,0%. The
number of hours worked in industry in December 1999, when compared with the same month of the previous
year, shows a strong increase of 5,09% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia
respectively are 4,9% and 7,5%. In construction the number of hours worked increased by 22,2%.

The evolution of the number of employees very clearly shows a gradual downturn of the business cycle from
November 1998 on and a recovery which began in May 1999; as a result the 1999 annual figure slightly falls by
0.5% (Flanders - 0,7%, Wallonia + 0,5%). The hours worked in industry, on the other hand, rose somewhat in
1999, by 0.9% (Flanders + 0,7%, Wallonia + 2,5%). In construction number of employees went up by 0.9%

and hours worked by 3.1%.

[ | Jan | Feb [March| April | May | June | July | Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year
[T otale Industry.e:cluding construction | | | | | N
Employees| | 1998] 988] 989] 93,0] 99,0] 990] 992| 993 996 99.7| 995| 996 98,8] 992
Grossindices| [~ qoog| oB8.6| o9o,4| o954 98,3] 985] o98s8| 987 989 991] 993| 992] 990| 988
{1995=100) 'q?ﬂtru"(_:t_i?_qm-m ___ _. e : o e b e e - e e
1998] 102,1] 101,6] 101,7] 101,5] 101,5] 101.8] 101.1| 102.4] 102,5] 1025 102,3] 101,6] 101,89
| 1999 89.6| 1005 101,7] 102,5] 10 102,5] 102.5 _'H'E,E _‘Ipig 1_04,5 1_05.2 104,6| 1029
Jociih.g i i | AL S '
Tn:_n_t__a_l_e_lr_lduatry_, excluding construction | | s (e ____’ o Y s o
Hours worked| | 1998 104.7[ "101.6] 111.9] 105,2| "96,2| 107.5] "76.5| 87.4] 109.,4] 110,7| "98.1| 894 99,
Gross indices 1999| 1045| 101,1] 1158| 1047 94.2| 1108 75,2 91,0 110,0f 108,0] 100,0 83,9| 100,8
(1995=100) Construction | | | |
1998] 101.2] 1115 127.2] 1147] 117.3] 133,7] 64.5] 115.4] 1345 1326 103.1] 1.2 111,4]
1999| 105,5] 953| 120.2| 117,2] 111,8] 141,9] 608 1233] 141,1| 1362 119.6] 09,2| 1151]
107.5 | — —— e e e L — 130
Totale industry
Gross indices |
(1995=100) 105 120
Hours worked : r"'\ A A /\
102.5 A 'ﬂ 110
e g R ]
T R g 100 afe == B, YO ERRAS
E g - - i L i " = ./‘ - = - ‘ - \ E
87.5 4 \/ \ \ / 80
a5 80
V V |
82.5 I— + e e . + :g + :$ e e e e + 70
5 8 8 %2”%3%5 3833828388382 3
§§.§ SEEREE 131313333t}
Lastthree| |Industrial branches /Main industrial groupings ~ _Employees |
campare:?on::: =E £E e )
previous three e !ndustryr . £ po=e S b LR S s = i et
months| |Total industry,excluding construction - — — —
Gross indices| |Intermediate goods - - E -
(1985=100) ICapltaI goods ) e = - o R
##  >25%| |Durable consumer goods o B0 x 1 =~
# 05%t25%| [Non-durable consumer goods = - - -
= 05%100.5%| [Mining and quarrying - ~ -
:"2-5%2:2'222 Food products, beverages and tobacco - - - |
; Textiles and textiles products B == ST PR TR
BE : Belgium | |Pulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing e - x|
v:’kfn:;‘g?;: Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products - - e =
BA - Brussels| | Metal products, machinery and equipment ) = el e
'Coke, refined patroﬁaum products and nuclear fuel - . -

* Nqn metallic mineral products 1 | TR (R e | g
|Manufa_c_tura of basic metals 3 o [ - -~ s
|Furniture “ - iy -
Electricity - S -

Ministry of PR =TT T
Esanermio Al l.'_‘:ﬂnslructlon 2 & L £
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Belgium - January 2000 : employees industry - 0,5%, hours worked - 1.4%

In January 2000, compared to January of the previous year, the number of employees In industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by -0,5%; In construction it rose by 3,3%. At the regional level, industry in Flanders
shows a decline by -0,5%; in Wallonia the number of employees shrunk by -0,4%. The number of hours
worked in industry in January 2000, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows a
decline of -1,4% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are -1,6% and

-0,8%. In construction the number of hours worked fell by -9,6%.

The evolution of the number of employees of the period November 1999 - January 2000 compared to the
previous three months shows no marked global pattern and no clear trends at the level of sectors or regions.
The (moderate) downturn in sectors like construction, mining and quarrying and non-metallic mineral products is

probably due to winter; only the chemical sector shows a significant rise.

Jan | Feb | March | April | May [ June [ July | Aug | Sept | Oct |

Nov | Dec | Year

Totale industry, excluding construction
1999 94,7 98 4 88,5 98,4 98,6 98,8 98,7 99.0 992 89,4 99,4 89,0 98.8
2000 982
Construction
1999 ga.6] 1005 1018 10265] 101,1] 1026| 1026] 104,3] 1053| 1043 1048] 1047 1029
2000 1029
Totale industry, excluding construction
1999 1047 101,3] 116,07 104,89 45 1111 75,2 o1,2) 110,3] 108,3] 1005 940 1010
2000 1032
Construction
1989] 1057 957 129.3] 1172 111.8] 1418 61.2] 1233 1411 136,2] 120,2] 100.5] 1153
2000| 956
107.5 | — _— 130
[
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102,5 -+ 'A — — 110
a
&
: / §
=] (411] =
- :
3
e 5 = - - g E
87.5 20
95 - — ¢ 80
[
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P ) = P ) P s ] @ ] o o o
@ 5 - e @ @ o g @ o g & = & & =]
: R At il el ot
Industrial branches / Main industrial groupings Employees
BE VL WA BR
Total industry - - = o
Total industry excluding construction — - - Er
Intermediate goods - - - -
Capital goods - - ~ s
Durable consumer goods - - o -
MNon-durable consumer goods - i - =
Mining and quarrying . u a
Food products, beverages and tobacco - - - o
Textiles and textiles products u u - e
FPulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing *u = — &
Chemicals and chemical, rubber and plastic products -~ - - -
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Belgium - February 2000 : employees industry + 0.1%, hours worked + 7.6%

In February 2000, compared to February of the previous year, the number of employees in industry
excluding construction in Belgium increased by 0,1%; in construction it rose by 2,7%. At the regional level,
industry in Flanders shows a status quo by 0,2%; in Wallonia the number of employees shrunk by -0,3%. The
number of hours worked in industry in February 2000, when compared with the same month of the previous
year, shows a strong increase of 7,6% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia
respectively are 8,0% and 7,0%. In construction the number of hours worked increased by 28,2%.
The pronounced increase of hours worked compared with February 1999 is due to the leap year (29 days in
February 2000), but also to exceptionally high temperatures in contrast with unfavourable climatic conditions
last year; not surprisingly, the largest increases occur in weatherbound activities such as construction (+ 28.2%)
and mining and quarrying (+ 12.3%).

Jan | Feb | March] April [ May | June | July | Aug | Sept |

oct |

Nov | Dec | Year
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g construction

1999 98,7 98 4 9B.5 98,4 98,6 98,8 98,7 98,0 99,2 99,4 89 4 99.2 98,9
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Construction
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2000 96,1 122,7
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Intermediate goods - % - Ee
Capital goods - - ~ -
Durable consumer goods = . = R
MNon-durable consumer goods - - - —-
Mining and quarrying - - —
Food products, beverages and tobacco - - - -
Textiles and textiles products = = T =
Fulp, paper and paper products; publishing and printing -+ - =" -
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Construction - - —- -




Belgium - March 2000 : employees industry + 0.1%, hours worked - 0.3%

In March 2000, compared to March of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
Py construction in Belgium increased by 0,1%; in construction it rose by 1,6%. At the regional level, industry in
Flanders shows a status quo by 0,4%; in Wallonia the number of employees shrunk by -0,6%. The number of
2 hours worked in industry in March 2000, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows a
Statistics status quo of -0,3% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are 0,0%
Balgium and -0,2%. In construction the number of hours worked increased by 6,9%.
Shon Term Indicatons The decrease by 1.1% of the number of employees in the first quarter of 2000 compared to the last quarter of
““hﬁ‘“m”f[;][sz ' 1999, seems to be linked mainly to seasonal influences. The two most important sectors, metal works,
web:statbel fgov.be machinery and equipment (status quo) and chemical industry (+ 0.8%), on the other hand, perform somewhat
better than the rest.
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Belgium - April 2000 : employees industry + 0.0%, hours worked - 6.1%

In April 2000, compared to April of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium fell by 0,0%; in construction it rose by 1,2%. At the regional level, industry in Flanders

shows a status quo by 0,3%;

in Wallonia the number of employees shrunk by -0,4%. The number of hours

worked in industry in April 2000, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows a strong
decline of -6,1% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are -5,7% and -
7,5%. In construction the number of hours worked fell by -3,6%.
The 0,5 % diminishment of the number of employees in the industry during the last three months as compared
to the three previous months, still is attributable to a possible seasonal influence.
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Belgium - May 2000 : employees industry + 0.1%, hours worked + 18.2%
Hours worked rise faster than employees

In May 2000, compared to May of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belgium stabilized {+ 0,1%); in construction it rose by 2,4%. At the regional level, industry alsa
shows a status que in Flanders {+ 0,3%) as well as in Wallonia {+ 0%). The number of hours worked in
industry in May 2000, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows a strong increase of
18,2% for Belgium as a whale, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are 19,1% and 16,9%. In

construction the number of hours worked increased by 25,5%.

The strong increase of hours worked in industry and construction is in part due to the greater number of
working days in May 2000 (2 days or 10.5% more than in May 1999); but a year by year comparison of the first
five months also shows a real increase (Industry + 3.3%, construction + 9.7%). This same comparison arrives at
lower figures for number of employees: + 0%, a status quo, for industry and + &,5% for construction.
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Belgium - June 2000 : employees industry + 0.1%, hours worked - 0.3%

In June 2000, compared to June of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding

construction in Belgium increased by 0,1%;

in construction it rose by 0,6%. At the regional level, industry in

Flanders shows a status quo by 0,3%; in Wallonia the number of employees expanded by 0,1%. The number of
hours worked in industry in June 2000, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows a
strong decline of -8,4% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are -
8,0% and -10,1%. In construction the number of hours worked fell by =11,2%,

As the number of employvees in Flanders and Wallonia and the most of the sectors remains more or less stable,
the hours worked show a general decrease. This is probably more attributed to the increased number of holidays
and the decreased number of working days than usual in June 2000, than to a decline of the business cycle. The

other indicators

(productian,

phenomenon in the other European countries,

and new orders) are situated at a lower level than usual, one observes the same
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Belgium - July 2000 : employees industry + 0.3%, hours worked — 0.8%
Status quo

In July 2000, compared to July of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction in Belglum wvaried by 0,3%; in construction it rose by 1,4%. At the reglonal level, industry in
Flanders shows an increase by 0,6%; in Wallonia the number of employees shrunk by 0,8%. The number of
hours worked in industry in July 2000, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows a
decline of 0,8% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respactively are -0,4% and -
4,3%. In construction the number of hours worked fell by 9,8%.

Because of the holidays the decrease of hours worked in July probably does not provide a good indication of
the business trend. The number of employees of the last three months compared to the previous three months
in both industry and construction remains more or less stable. For industry and construction together Flanders
and Wallonia show exactly the same slight increase of 0.4%.
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Belgium - August 2000 : employees industry + 0,1%, hours worked + 1,0%
Status quo

In August 2000, compared to August of the previous year, the number of employees in industry excluding
construction In Belgium increased by 0,1%; in construction it rose by 1,3%. At the reglonal level, industry in
Flanders shows a status quo by 0,4%; in Wallonia the number of employees shrunk by 0,9%. The number of
hours worked in industry in August 2000, when compared with the same month of the previous year, shows an
increase of 1,0% for Belgium as a whole, while the figures for Flanders and Wallonia respectively are +1,1% and
-0,9%. In construction the number of hours worked increased by 3,0%.

The number of employees in industry and construction of the last three months compared to the previous three
months remains more or less stable for Belgium as a whole as well as for Flanders and Wallonia. Most sectors
present the same stable picture, except for some important ones which stand out positively (basic metals +
1,0%, metal products, machinery and eguipment 4 0,8%, construction + 0,6%:) or, in just one case, negatively
(textiles and clothing - 2,1%).

[T Jan | Feb [March] April | May [ June | July [ Aug [ Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Year |
Tumla }ndustry.excluﬂing construction | | !

yo9e| 987| 98.4] 985 984 98.6| 988 g8.7] 99.0] 992 99.4| se9.4| 992 989

2000 o983| 985| 985| 986| 988| 986 986 991 7 !

Construction oo il i 4 WSO IS | | 3 |
| 1999] e9,6] 1005 101,8] 102.6] 101,1] 102,6] 102,6] 104,3] 1053| 104,8] 104,8] 1049 102,9]
| 2000 102,5| 102, 103,8| 103,7| 104,3| 104,1| 103,8] 1057

'Tatalu Induatr]r, uxnludlng construction | R IR T | h
1@99| 104.7] 101,3] 116,0] 1048] 84,5] 1111 752| 81,2] 110,3] 1083] 1005 94.3| 101,0]
| 2000| 1034 109.0( 118.1| 98.4] 111,8] 101,2 ELT i
'Gnnstru_r.:tiun | | i | | o |

1999 1057 957| 128.3| 117.2] 1118 141,8] 61.2] 123.3] 141,1] 136.2] 120.2| 100.8] 115.4|

2000| 96,4| 123.8] 140,1] 114,7] 142.3] 127.4] s57| 127,0 i
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Industrial branches /Main industrial groupings Employees |
BE VL WA BR |
Total industry : : . o = - - | - ]
Total industry ,excluding construction - - — —+
Intermediate goods - - - - |
R R i ) L IR
Durable consumer goods T R T R JI
Noh-ourable conaumer googs. =~ ik R SR (R ST
Mining and qy_grrymg ) o~ o~ e —i
Food products, beverages and tobacco - - | - ~u |
Textiles and textiles products ~ ~ ~ i |
Fulp paper and paper pruducts pu_!:}_hs_"r_ung a_n_{i_pnnnng E e - - u - j
Chemicals and r.:he_lrnlcal rubbar and plastic products = == N i
Metal products, machinery and equipment ST N G R _,,]
Coke, refined pstruleum_E_r_qyducts___a_ic_!_nuclaarfuel - g T 1
Non-metallic mineral products e i - - FISE ] (R
!_u!m_'i_uiaﬂtura of basic metals - - ~ - 1
Furniture_ k3 o - - = |
Electricity 3 e £ BT - - = -
i_:_::_::_r_lstructlun i = e = SR e




